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Morning Prayer 
By Sara R. Shields 


ORD, help me live this day for Thee; 

L Guide me through each hour, 

Walking close to Jesus Christ, _— 
Filled with the Spirit’s power. 


Help me adorn the doctrine, Lord, 
In all I. do and say. 

Reveal Thy precious Word to me, 
And teach me, now, to pray. 


ye 
Luther's Advice on Temptation 


How té overcome temptation is a 
problem .that forces itself upon every 
conscientious Christian. There is plenty 
of light on it in the New Testament, 
but we are too often caught unawares 
by Satan, and fail to put into practice 
what we know. It is a help to learn how 
great Christians of earlier days have 
met and conquered their temptations, 
and how they. have worked out in their 
own lives the salvation provided for 
them in Christ, Martin Luther said: 
“Three things make a divine: medita- 
tion, prayer, and temptation. And three 
things are to be remembered by a min- 
ister: turn over and over the Bible, pray 
devoutly, and be never above learning.” 
One. of his biographers, Erasmus Mid- 
dleton (1846), quoting “that able and 
faithful’ biographer, Melchior Adam,” 
gives this sound advice from Luther on 
this subject: .“I would comfort those 


that are tried in their faith and hope 
towards God in this way: first, let them 
avoid solitariness, keep always in good 
company, sing the Psalms, and converse 
upon the holy scriptures. Secondly, 
though it be the most difficult point to 
work. upon the mind, yet it is the most 
present , if they can through 
grace persuade themselves that these 
grievous thoughts are not their own, but 
Satan’s; and that, therefore, they should 
earnestly endeavor to turn the heart to 
other objects, and quit these evil sug- 
gestions: for to dwell upon them, or 
fight with them, or to.aim to overcome 
them, or to wait for an end of them, is 
only to irritate and strengthen them over 
to perdition, without relief.” Satan is 
a great deceiver, and he has already 


gained ground when he can make us 
think that the terrible thoughts that he 
injects into our minds are really our own 
desires. This takes our eyes off the Lord 
Jesus; leads to discouragement, then to 
doubt and utter defeat. Luther’s ad- 
vice is very practical, and comes from 
one who triumphed over fiery trials. He 
did as David did, who said, “Thy word 
have I hid in mine heart,.that I might 
not sin against thee” (Psa, 119:11);. and 
like the man of the First Psalm, his de- 
light was in the law of the Lord, and ‘in 
His law he meditated day and night. 
Martin Luther is no longer with us, but 
the same Lord who strengthened him is 
with us, and it is our great privilege to 
meditate upon the same Word which was 
his daily portion. 


The Y.M.C.A. and the Question 
of Drink 


An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


E Y.M.C.A. is a mighty organiza- 
tion which, in the United States, re- 
quires for its financing $200,000 
daily, according to its Jubilee Yearbook 
of 1944 (p. 179). As far'as is known, it 
has never attempted to enlighten its 
immense youth constituency on the alco- 
hol question, at least never adequately. 
Yet it should be at the very forefront 
in the battle against this moral and 
hygienic scourge, this enemy pre-emi- 
nently of young men. 

What it is now doing is almost as bad 
as what it has not done. It has issued 
a pamphlet of thirty-two pages, for cir- 
culation among men, entitled, “It’s Up 
to You,” through the Association Press, 
and . copyrighted by the International 
Committee of the Y.M.C.A. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Ye that love the Lord, hate 
evil: he preserveth the souls of his 
saints; he them out of 
the hand of the wicked” (Psa. 97: 
10). 




















This pamphlet is written by Mr. 
Seward Hiltner, executive secretary of 
the Commission on Religion and Health 
of the Federal Council. 

The Federal Council of Churches is 
also a mighty organization—on paper. 
Behind it are/alleged ‘to be twenty-seven 
million Protestants. The alcohol ques- 
tion is almost, if not quite, the most 
pressing health question in the world 
today. Clinical Professor Dr. Roch of 


Geneva, with his immense experience, ' 


has declared alcoholism to be the lead- 
ing cause of mortality and sickness in 
civilized lands; yet the Federal Council 
Commission on Religion and Health has 
been as backward in attacking this 
health problem as the Y.M.C.A. “It’s 


Up to You” is its first rioticeable move © 


after a decade of. slumber. r 

In it there is not a trace of knowledge 
concerning the subject. Yet its author 
‘is on the editorial board of the (Yale) 
Quarterly Journal of Studies on Alcohol, 
and actually leads a seminar for minis- 
ters at the Yale School. 


It draws up a reading list for further - 


study, almost wholly from Yale,. Then, 
believe it or not, it recommends the most 
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offensive propaganda which liquordom 
has put out in recent times, namely: 

“Old Judge” ocperiupanantes (in the 
daily press); 

The thirteen-pagé article in Life of 
May 27, 1945, which gave liquor, as 
the writer insisted, “a clean bill of 
health”; 

“Frankly Speaking,” a publication 
of the Women’s Division of the Allied 
Liquor Industries. 

Any who want evidence against the 
Federal Council will here find a price- 
less weapon. Its tone is frivolous; its 
iNustrations detestable. Mr. Hiltner 
uses slang to get én rapport with young 
people, and we listen to such words as 
“panty waist,’ “dipsy-doodle,” “a yen 
of curiosity,” “a little jive,” “blotte,” 
“behind the eight ball.” When it comes 

to “Alcohol and Christian Ethics,” -we 

baie this: 

The Bible “tells us not to look upon 
the wine whén it is red, that is, to put 
the bottle’ behind us along with Satan. 
And then it suggests that we take,a 
little wine for our stomach’s sake, to 
take up a small snort to loosen up the 
stomach muscles.” 

Not a word in the whole pamphlet of 
the physiological discoveries regarding 
alcohol which in the last fifty years have 
been so brilliant and which are coming 
out almost daily in the international 
laboratories. ° 





But enough of Mr. Hiltner, whose 
pamphlet is even worse than that of 
Mr. Carskadon’s, “How Much Do You 
Know About Alcohol?” which the 
Y.M.C.A. issued for soldiers in World 
War II. Let us look overseas and con- 
trast with them the antialcohol litera- 
ture which the Swedish Government is 
- circulating in the Swedish Army at gov- 
ernment expense. 

First, there is a small pamphlet of 
. thirty pages entitled, “What Every Sol- 
dier Should Know About Alcohol.” It 
is for all officers, non-commissioned of- 
ficers, and private soldiers. It does what 
Yale has never done—declares alcohol 
to be a poison, related to ether and chlor- 
oform. It declares (as over against 
Yale denials) that investigations by the 
Swedish Life Insurance Company be- 
tween 1909 and 1923 showed policy- 
holders who used alcohol to have about 
a twenty per cent higher mortality than 
the abstinent. 

It describes controlled experiments of 
long marching which prove that those 
using drink are behind the abstinent in 
endurance — this “because alcohol can- 
not be transmuted into muscle energy 
as sugar can,” a prime consideration in 
the evaluation of nutrition... Yet Yale 
still chirps, “If alcohol is a food and 
it is.” It reports on recent investiga- 
tions at the Karolinska Institute, Stock- 
holm, showing ‘how attention and muscle 
control ‘slacken among moderate drink- 
era, even after as little as a half bottle 
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of 3.2 per cent beer. It shows that top 


form in athletics can never be attained 
by moderate drinkers. ‘Yet Yale con- 
sistently soft-pedals these injuries from 
minimal drinking. 





. This small pamphlet is packed with 
other similar scientific material set forth 
in a way easily to inform the average 
boy coming into military service. For 
officers, to whom is entrusted the’ in- 
struction of troops, “A Guide for Instruc- 
tion in the Alcohol Question” was pub- 
lished in 1945. Let us put in parallel 
its science with that which the National 
Y.M.C.A. sent to the American services in 
World War II (100,000 copies). 


T. R. Carskadon, Handledning for 

1942 Militar Undervis- 

“How Much Do You ;"ing + Alkoholfra- 
Know About Alco- gan, 1945 


hol? 


People who drink 
alcohol “don’t die, 
they don’t go crazy, 
an they aren't 
poisoned, at least if 
they don’t drink 
too much of it. Al- 
cohol is not so bad 


hes = Dr, Axe 
Hojer, Genera 
Bivdeeor of the 
Swedish Govern- 
ment’s Medical De- 
partment: 
“Alcohol is not a 
medicine for inter- 


5 ek 


as that.” nal use but a poi- 
,son, It has no value 
.|for health. From 
apothecaries . it 
should be sold only, 
for external use 
and provided with 

a poison sign.” 
“Alcoholisbroken| “As fuel for mus- 
down chemically jcle work the body 
into a‘ form in|can use only sugar 
which it can be/and substances 
utilized for body|which can be 
fuel, Most of | changed into sugar. 


it is burned as en- 
ergy in the cells. 
. . « It supplies a 
quick source,of en- 
ergy.” 


“Common salt oc- 
curs in nature .. 
too much can kill 
aman... too much 
alcohol "may cause 
a serious accident.” 


“TS my that mod- 

rinking 
shortens life 
false. The best evi- 
dence, that of Prof, 





Alcohol is not 
the least suited 
this. Nor is alco ‘ol 
oxidized in the 
muscles but in the 
liver. If a tired per- 
son feels himself 
stimulated after 
taking alcohol, this 
simply means that 
his sense of weari- 
ness has been par- 
alyzed. In this is 
a great danger 
since he can, and 
without warning, 
collapse.” 

“Too much,” yes, 
but how much is 
“too much”? Mighty 
little! Experiments 
are described which 
were made at the 
Dresden Polytech- 
nic:. Capacity to 
drive deteriorated 
among a fifth of the 
re eurs at even 

per mille in 
Hook that is a glass 


of 32 beer, and 
— half of them 
per mille, 


hich Yale declares 
harmless. 

The experience of 
the Swedish Life 


is | Insurance Company 


with moderate 
drinkers is quoted 


(Continued on page 844) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


How to Form a Times Club 


This is-a letter of inquiry. I’m the 
teacher of the adult Bible class of the 

Bethany Uffiion ge oa and ees = 
some time used TIMES 
teacher’s manual. “The helps in it 







really helped. It is en to say 
that I was more than to learn 
that you were continu ith the 


International Uniform Lessons. I’m a 
very busy pounses rancher, and it 
would have nm very hard for me to 
work up a good lesson without the 
TIMEs. 

The question: How does one 
about, getting a ee — cole 
way? e has been 


ued some some 
of the Modernist quarterlies, 

about six months of my Oe ee ont out 
the faults and the unscriptural teach- 


ings, of the age the class voted’ 
to use the nning with the 
next quarter. We ~~ want eighteen 


subscriptions, going mostly to the sep- 
arate homes, and probably four or five 
— going to the Sunday school sec- 
ry as extras. I want to start the 
Club and get any premiums you may 
have to offer, and then, turn it over to 
the Sunday ‘school secretary for the 
following yesrs. I’ve told the class 
that Club subscriptions are two dol- 
lars per year. Is that right? : 


Any information you can give me 
to get things going will be deeply a0: 
preciated e pastor and the 
school superintendent are very enthust. 
astic over the change the class is mak- 
ing—A California reader. 

The Trmes Club plan is relatively sim- 
ple. Five or more subscribers, subscrib- 
ing at one time for a period of at least 
one year, constitute a Club. The person 
sending in the order is called a Club 
former or Club Secretary. A year’s sub- 
scription in a Club costs $2, effective 
August 1, 1947, whereas a singlé sub- 
scription costs $2.50 a year, effective Au- 
gust 1. Each Club member saves 50 
cents a year by being in a Club. In 
addition, for every ten members in a 
Club, the Trmes allows one subscription 
without charge. This subscription may 
go to anyone the Club Secretary desig- 
nates. Also, in further appreciation of 
the Club Secretary’s work, he or she is 
given the privilege of purchasing books 
at a 15% discount if ordered through 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden St., Philadelphia 30, 

Each Club member may have the 
paper mailed to his own address, or the 
papers may be mailed in a package to 
one address. The method is entirely at 
the option of the subscriber. if it is 
desired ‘to add new names to the Club 
during the Club year, all that is neces- 
sary is for the Club Secretary to send 
in the name and address with a remit- 
tance covering the subscription to the 
end of the Club year. A handy Club 
rate table is furnished’ that will enable 
one to calculate quickly. the cost for a 
given number of weeks.’ Seven or eight 


(Continued on page -830) 
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Archaeology and Criticism of the Bible 


How deckieisntt theories are broken 


by stubborn facts 


Christian begins, in his think- 

| ing, with-the Bible, the Word of 
God. -He soon. finds, however, that 

he is asked’ the questions: “How can 
you believe the Bible to be the Word 
of God? Are there not difficulties in it?” 
This doubting of the Word of God 
is as ancient as the time of our first 
parents, Adam and Eve. In the Garden, 


‘Satan virtually said to Eve, “Did God 


really say that?” (Gen. 3:1.) 


\ The doubting of the validity of the 
written Word has undergone a particu- 
lar development during the iast three 
hundred years, and is commonly known 
as “Biblical criticism.” The phase with 
which we are dealing should he called 
“destructive Biblical criticism,”, and the 
term “criticism” will be used in that 
sense in this article. 


Early Bible Criticism 


In tracing the early development’ of 
Biblical criticism, we go back nearly 
three hundred years to the seventeenth- 
century Dutch philosopher, Spinoza, who 
rejected the supernatural and ap- 
proached the Bible from a rationalistic 
point of view. He concluded, among 
other things, that Moses could not have 
written the Pentateuch, one of, his rea- 
sons being that Moses’ death was re- 
corded at the end of Deuteronomy. A 
recent publication of the University of 
Chicago Press furnishes an illustration 
to answer this type of argument. Ed- 
ward Chiera, Professor of Assyriology at 
the University of Chicago, wrote a book 
dealing with ancient clay tablets, called, 
“They Wrote on Clay,” yet the book 
tells of Professor Chiera’s death. Does 
this mean that Chiera did not write the 
book? Chiera did write the book, but 
he died before its completion and pub- 
lication, which was supervised by Dr. 
George Cameron.1 _The mention of 
Chiera’s death in his book no more dis- 
proves his authorship than the postscript 
at. the end of’ Deuteronomy sets agide 
the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch. 

Leaving Spinoza and the seventeenth 
century, we next consider the work of 
an eighteenth century French physician, 
Jean Astruc. In 1753 Astruc published 
a treatise, which pointed out that two 
main words were used for “God” in 
Genesis: “Jehovah” and “Elohim.” He 
concluded that two main documents were 
used in composing Gerfesis, each using 





135. P. Free, “A College Textbopk’s Chal- 
lenge to the Bible—and a Reply” (‘His” 
Magazine, March, 1945, pp. 11, 12), deals with 
a fuller treatment of- the significance of 
Chiera’s book in dealing with this point. 


Dr. Free is rendering a valuable 
service, through the columns of the 
Times, to all lovers of the Bible as 
he presents evidence that corrobo- 
rates its historical accuracy. In 
this articlé he reviews briefly some. 
of the higher critical theories, and 
exposes their fallacies in the light of 
archeological discoveries. He gives 
particular attention to the conten- 
tion that there are errors in the Bible, 
that Israel’s religion went through 
an evolutionary process, and that the 
Biblical material was written much 
later than the time implied in the 
Bible. It is always gratifying to 
note the documentary support that 
Dr, Free furnishes for all his state- 
ments.~ x) 














a different word for “God.”2 A few 
years later, this analysis was applied 
to the rest of the Pentateuch by the 
German scholar, Eichhorn. He believed 
that he céuld detect a difference of style 
between the “Jehovah” and “Elohim” 
sections® The sections or verses in 
which the word “Jehovah” is used came 


’ to be called the “J” document, and the 


“Elohim” sections were called the “E” 
document. 

In the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, another German scholar, Hupfeld, 
concluded that there were two Elohistic 
documents, an El and an E2. In 1866, 
Graf demonstrated to the satisfaction of 
most of the critical school that El was 
not the oldest document, but the young- 
est. It was given the name “P” because 
of the material of priestly interest which 
it contained, including the details of the 
priesthood, offerings; and Tabernacle. 
The Book of Deuteronomy was held by 


the critical school to be a late composi-’ 


tion long after the time of Moses. This 
material has been given the letter “D” 
as its designation and has been assigned 
to the seventh century B.C. The “J” 
document is usually assigned to the pe- 
riod of 850 B.C., “E” to,750 B.C., and “P” 
to about 500 B.C.4 

*Astruc did believe, however, that Moses 
was the author of Genesis, but used these 
sources, Cf. R. H. Pfeiffer, “Introduction to 
the Old Testament,” New York, Harper, 1941, 
p. 46. 

®A. C. Zenos, “The Elements of the Higher 
Criticism,”. New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 
1895, p. 195. 

*As an illustration of the documentary the- 
ory, it might be pointed out that Genesis 1 
is assigned to the “P” document and Gencsis 2 
to the “J” document, except for a few verses. 
For an answer to the supposed differences be- 
tween Genesis 1 and 2, see J. P. Freé, “Was 
Moses Somebody Else?” (“His’” Magazine, 
March, 1946, pp. 24, 25, 27.) 








By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph. D. 
Pe sone nt Editor of The ; Woaaton Calloge imes 


This whole critical approach to the 


Bible was put in a standardized form . 


by ‘Julius Wellhausen in his “Prolego- 
mena to the History of Israel” (1878). 
It is often called the “Documentary The- 
ory” or the “Development Hypothesis,” 5 
and, popularly, “The JEDP Theory.” 
While this theory has undergone some 
slight modifications during the last sixty 
years, it is the standard approach to the 
Bible in liberal colleges and seminaries 
today.6 It usually assumes that the 
Bible is merely a human book, with 
errors and contradictions, and that much 
of the Biblical material was written long 
after the implied date. During the last 
half of the nineteenth century, religious 
evolution also became an integral part 
of the liberal view. 


. During the time that the later devel- 
opments leading up to the Wellhausen 
theory were taking place, the new field 
of-archaeology was just in its beginning 
stages. When Wellhausen published his 
“Prolegomena” in 1878, no town in all 
of Palestine had been excavated, except 
for a very limited amount of work at 
Jerusalem about 1870. Thus, the critical 
theories concerning the Bible were al- 
ready standardized and accepted before 
archaeology entered into its scientific 
phase about 1900. During recent years, 
archaeology has confronted Biblical 


criticism with much evidence that sets 


aside critical theories. 


Are There Errors in the Bible? 


It will not be possible to consider all 
of the phases of Biblical criticism, and 
the answers thereto, in this article. Par- 
ticular attention will be given; however, 
to the idea that there are errors in the 
Bible, that Israel’s religion went through 
an. evolutionary process, and that the 
Biblical material was written mué¢h 
later than the time itrplied in the Bible 
(an integral part of the documentary 
theory). Consideration will now be 
given to one item of confirmation in 
each of the main periods of Biblical 
history. 

The main part of the Patriarchal Age 
lay in the first half of the second mil- 
lennium B.C, (2000-1500 B.C.), and the 





5 Oswald T. Allis, “The Five Books of Moses,” 
Philadelphia, the Presbyterian and Reformed 
Publishing Co., 1943, pp. 14-18, employs this 
term, with good reason. Dr. Allis’ book can 
be highly recommended for present cogent 
answers to the critical view. 

*Cf. the currently publicized book, “How 
to Read the Bible,” by Edgar J. Goodspeed, 
as an example of how the documentary theory 
becomes an integral part of a book designed 
to help one read the Bible with “a new spir- 


itual thrill” (quoted from leaflet announcing | 


book). 
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events of this period are recorded in 
the Pentateuch, which is indicated in 
Scripture as the work of Moses (c. 1500- 
1400 B.C:). Wellhausen, on the other 
hand, held that this material was largely 
to be assigned to the “J” and “E” docu- 
ments (850-750 B.C.), and that the stories 
of the patriarchs, Abraham; Isaac, and 
Jacob, reflected the background of the 
Hebrew monarchy in the ninth and 
eighth centuries B.C. 


The Evidence and the Record Agree 


Recent archaeological discoveries have 
given ‘us specific evidence concerning 
the time when the patriarchs actually 
lived. Between 1925 and 1931, a site was 
excavated in Mesopotamia which proved 
to be the ancient city of Nuzi.7 Some 
four thousand clay tablets were found, 
dating back to the later part of the 
Patriarchal Period. These tablets show 
that, the background of the Patriarchal 
account in the Bible fits into the early 
period of 2000-1500 B.C. An incident 
from the life of Jacob will illustrate 
this point, Jacob served Laban several 
years for his wives, Rachel and Leah 
(Gen. 29). This is paralleled by a Nuzi 
tablet which declares that a man by the 
name of Shamash-garrad -became the 
servant of a certain Tehiptilla on condi- 
tion that Tehiptilla would provide him 
with a wife. Another Nuzi tablet tells 
of. one man adopting another.man and 
giving him his daughter to wife. The 
parallel is so close to the relationship 
between Jacob and Laban that some 
scholars -believe that Laban adopted 
JacobS In any event,,the Nuzi tablets 
show, that the background of Jacob's life 
fits into the Patriarchal Period. 

Later, when Jacob left Laban, Laban 
pursued after Jacob to recover the fam- 
ily images which Rachel had taken 
(Gen. 31:19-23), and finally overtook 
Jacob and his family. In the ensuing 
discussion, Laban said, “These daughters 
are my daughters, and these children are 
my children” (Gen. 31:43). It seems 
strange that Laban should claim author- 
ity over his grandchildren; we would 
expect them to be subject to their father, 


refer to Jacob’s children as “my chil- 

dren.” In the light of such discoveries, 

no longer.can Wellhausen’s contention 

be urged that the Patriarchal accounts 

Tefiect a late background, as is implied 
his 


in presentation of the documentary. 
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The Bible records that in the next 
main period, the age of Moses, God gave 
important revelation concerning Himself, 
summing up and adding to previous rev- 
elation given to the early patriarchs. 
The liberal view has held, however, that 
the monotheistic system indicated in the 
Bible as going back to the days of Mobes 
could not have gone back to his time 
because man had not progressed that 
far in his religious evolution. . Mono- 
theism was assigned by the critical 
school to the period of the eighth to 
the sixth centuries B.C. as the period of 
its clear emergence and development. 
The archaeological discoveries show 
that this critical view is impossible, even 
on naturalistic grounds. In Egypt, about 
1000° B.C., the monotheistic worship of 
Aton was established, and in Mesopo- 
tamia an approach. to monotheism is 
evidenced in archaeological discoveries 
concerning the worship of the god Mar- 
duk. A similar approach to monotheism 
is-also seen in the materials dealing 
with the Syriay god, Teshup. In view 
of ‘the evidence for monotheism and 
near-monotheism in the Mosaic Age, it 
cannot be maintained that monotheism 
is a late development of the eighth-sixth 
centuries B.C. (The Bible shows that 
true monotheism goes back to the very 
beginning of man. There is archaeolog- 
ical and anthropological evidence bear- 
ing on this matter. The point at issue 
here, however, is that of Mosaic mono- 
theism.) 


Violent Destruction — Not Infiltration 


The records of Joshua and Judges 
have been thought of by the critics as 
being “good stories.” Archaeological 
discoveries, however, have confirmed the 
events connected with Israel’s early oc- 
cupation of Canaan at point after point. 
The actual conquest of the Promised 
Land has been considered by liberals 
as a gradual infiltration on the part of 
Israel. Such a view is not sustained by 
the archaeological excavations at Kir- 
jath-sepher, also known as Debir, which 
show that a violent destruction took 
place at this time, as is indicated in the 
Biblical record (Josh. 15: 15-17; Judges 1: 
11-13).19 The excavations at other sites, 
such as Bethel and Lachish, show evi- 
dence of the storming of central Pales- 
tine in this period. 

The period of the monarchy of Israel 
lasted from about 1000 to 600 B.C. Ex- 
cavation has brought forth confirmation 
of the important phases as well as the 
small details of this whole period. One 
example from the end of the monarchy 
will suffice. Shortly after 600 B.C., 
Nebuchadnezzar’s army was conquering 
town after town in Judah as it closed in 
on Jerusalem. Jeremiah tells us: that 
two of the last towns to hold out against 





Jack Finegan, “Light from the Ancient 
Past,” Princeton University Press, 1946, p. 139. 
2G. E. Wright, “Biblical Archaeology To- 
day,” in “The Biblical .Archaeologist,’’ - 
ary, 1947, Vol. 10, No. 1, p. 13. 
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the army of Nebuchadnezzar were La- 
chish and Azekah (Jer. 34:7). The gite 
of Lachish was excavated during fhe 


‘ years 1932-36 by J. L, Starkey. He 


found evidence of two destructigns, 
which correspond to the two ¢am- 
paigns ef Nebuchadnezzar shortly 

600 B.C.12 But the most striking. 
covery came when the excavators un- 
earthed a group of potsherds, bearing 
writing. They proved to be messages 
written by a. military officer in the army 
of Judah to his superior officer at La- 
chish at the time of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
invasion. One of these military 

reads, “We are watching for the si 

of Lachish according to all the indica- 
tions which my lord has given, for we 


cannot see Azekah.”13 Thus we have. 


a message written in the very period 
described by Jeremiah, even mentioning 
the very*two cities indicated by Jere- 
miah as holding out against the Baby- 
lonian army. N 
Our last consideration of archaeolog- 
ical confirmation that confronts Biblical 
criticism concerns the period of the 
Exile. The Bible indicates that after 


- Nebuchadnezzar’s destruction of Jeru- 


salem in 586 B.C., the land was left 
somewhat idesolate, occupied only by 
vinedressers and husbandmen (2 Kings 
25:12). Some liberals have held that 
Palestine was not particularly desolated 
and that those towns which were de- 
stroyed were soon reoccupied. On the 
contrary, the archaeological evidence 
from the excavation of such towns as 
Azekah, Beth-shemesh, and Kirjath- 
sepher show that many cities of Pal- 
estine were destroyed at this time and 
not rebuilt. As already pointed out 
above, the excavation-of Lachish showed 
two destructions shortly after 600 B.C., 
probably due to\the invasions of Nebu- 


,Chadnezzar in 597 and 587.14 Thus the 


Biblical indication of the relative dego- 


lation of Palestine is specifically con- 
firmed. 


The Very Thing Liberals Deny 

The above examples of archaeologi- 
cal confirmation can be increased by 
dozens more. It is sometimes objected, 
however, that archaeology at the most 
can only demonstrate historically ac- 
culate “bobdk. This sta t fails to 
take into account several important 
factors, two of which, will be noted here: 
First, the, fact of an accurate book is 
the very thing that the liberal denies 
to the Bible believer. To the liberal, 
the Bible is a human beok, containing 
mistekes, just as any book, even great 
literature and best sellers, may contain 
mistakes. (A recent best seller déaling 

1#R. S. Haupert, “Lachish,” in “The Bibli- 
cal Archaeologist,” December, 1938,. p. 29. 

*C. C. McCown, “The Ladder of 


Stones,” New Haven, Améridan ‘Sehools ot 
Oriental Research, 1941, p. 107. 
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Lesson for September |4 


with the time of Christ makes a num- 
ber’ of factual mistakes, such as putting 
the town of Capua on the seacoast.) 
To demonstrate the accuracy of the Bible 
at’ the very points where its validity 
has been set aside is a tremendous con- 
tribution, 

Second, discoveries at the sites of Tyre, 
Sidon, Memphis, Thebes, Capernaum, 
and many other Near Eastern cities dem- 
onstrate the fact of fulfilled prophecy. 
Man cannot predict coming events with 
certainty. A Sunday school superin- 
tendent announces a picnic to be held 
the next day in a‘certain park, but adds 
that in case of rain, it will be held in 
the church basement. Even with the 
best meteorological help, he cannot be 
sure of the weather a day .in advance. 
By contrast, the supernatural nature of 
Scripture is seen in the fulfilled prophe- 
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cies of the Bible, as evidenced by the 
archaeological examination of many 
sites. 

Another whole phase of archaeology 
lies in the realm of illuminating the 
Scriptures. During last year, the writer 
wrote an item on “Archaeological Light 
on the Lesson” for each of the fifty-two 
weekly International Lessons. That it 
‘was possible to find archaeological mate- 
rial which illuminated or confirmed 
fifty-two widely scattered Seripture por- 
tions is a demonstration of the wide range 
of commentary material supplied by 
archaeological discovery. We are glad 
for this illumination of the Word, and, 
in this day of doubt and uncertainty, 
particularly thankful to God for the 
many evidences from archaeology of the 
validity and certainty of the Word. 

WHEATON, ILL. 


Reaching Children for Christ in French Quebec 


An amazing hunger and need for the Gospel in a neighboring land 


By BEULA COURTNEY 


Miss Courtney is director for Montreal, International Association of Child 

Evangelism, of which Mr. and Mrs. J. I, Overholtzer are international 

directors. Gifts intended either for the Montreal work or elsewhere in 

the Province of Quebec may be addressed to her, 3585 Jeanne Mance, 
. Montreal, P. Q. 


“Arise, cry out in the night: in the 
beginning of the watches pour out thine 
heart like. water before the face of the 
Lord: lift up thy hands toward him for 
the.life of thy young children, that faint 
for hunger in the top of every street” 
(Lam, 2:19). 


HAT a picture these words of the 

prophet paint of the present-day 
spiritual need of the children of the 
Province of Quebec! They are fainting 
and dying under a yoke too heavy to 
bear. Oh, how we long to be able to 
proclaim to them all the loving word of 
our Lord, “Suffer the little children to 
come unto me.” How we long to “cap- 
ture” these French children for Christ! 
The streets are filled with multitudes of 
boys and girls who have a form of re- 
ligion, but who know nothing of the love 
of Christ and of His power to save from 
sin. Orphanages are crowded with un- 
wanted ‘orphans, but to these we have no 
access with the Gospel. We are sur- 
rounded with a people truly very re- 
ligious, but ignorant of the Word of God. 
It-is quite a common belief here that 
all Bible readers are either Communists 
or. Witnesses of Jehovah. We, too, like 
Paul at Athens, often feel our spirit 
“stirred” within us, seeing the idolatry 
about us. Our hearts have been grieved 
and saddened of late, as we have seen 
multitudes bowing, worshiping, and lay- 
ing gifts at the foot of a “miraculous” 
statue of the Virgin, which is being 
carried from city to city in this province, 


' 
. 


But in contrast, what joy and encour- 
agement were ours as we led nearly one 
hundred French Canadian boys and 
girls in singing, “Merci, Seigneur, Tu ma’s 
sauvé” (“Thank You, Lord, for saving 
my soul”). On May 31, we held our 
third annual Child Evangelism Rally 
in this city of Montreal. We gathered 
together the children from various sec- 
tions of the city where we held our 
classes, and brought them. to a local 
French church. Every chiid had heard 
previously the Gospel invitation, and 
most of these hundred children have 
confessed Him as their Saviour. A few 
boys and girls attended from near-by 
cities. At this rally we were especially 
happy because the Editor of Tue Sun- 
DAY ScHoo. Times came to be our 
speaker, not only giving a Gospel mes- 
sage, but also imitating many bird calls. 

On this¢occasion, we presented our 
first two certificates to two young 
French Canadians. They had completed 
Bible and teacher training studies two 
nights a week all winter, and had 
passed examinations. Ten French Cana- 
dians took two examinations, and French 
Bibles were given also to the three best 
pupils. From twenty-five to forty per- 
sons took these courses. The winner 
of the first prize was a thirty-five-year- 


,old man, who speaks no English, and 


who had possessed a Bible only one 
year. He was saved a few months ago, 
and his wife just recently, but they are 
truly rejoicing in their new-found Sav- 
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iour’s love and pardon, and are also 
happy, in a new way, in each other’s 
love, since the Word of God has shown 
them the sacredness and sweetness of 
married life and the home. 

A month ago, this man’s sister came 
over from a near-by city, greatly dis- 
tressed in body, since she has an incur- 
able disease. But her spirit was more 
distressed. Her one desire was to ob- 
tain forgiveness of sin and salvation. 
She was greatly impressed by the change 
in the lives of her sister and husband, 
and the three of them remained until 
three in the morning, reading the Word 
concerning sin, salvation, and Christ 
The next day I chanced to visit there, 
and met this young woman. After read- 
ing Hebrews 7:25 over and over again, 
she knelt and received Christ, and also 
His peace and pardon at once and the 
knowledge that she was saved.. The 
French translation of Hebrews 7:25 says, 
“He is therefore capable of saving per- 
fectly all that come unto God by him.” 
It is a new thing to these folks to know 
that Christ can save a soul, without the 
help of others. The following day she 
went back home with a New Testament, 
rejoicing in soul, determined to win her 
husband to Christ. 

At present, we have six children’s 
classes throughout the city, but many 
other doors are open, if we had French- 
speaking workers to help. Many of these 
children have, up till now; attended 
French schools —all French schools are 
Roman Catholic, and all English schools 
are Protestant, with one exception. The 
children who attend the French schools 
know no English, in most instances, and 
it is necessary that they be taught the 
truths of the Word of God in their own 
language. In most of the home classes 
the parents listen in, often neighbors 
come in also. In one of our new classes, 
about one month ago, six big girls re- 
mained after the meeting. There were 
tears of joy as we listened to one girl 
after another put her sins on Christ and 
ask Him to save her soul. The woman 
who opened her home for a class for 
these girls, is a Belgian, converted only 
a year ago. Next month we expect to 
take to camp, not only these big girls, 
but also the woman who desires to help 
us. Between forty and fifty French boys 
and girls will spend a week in the beau- 
tiful Laurentians, where they will not 
only have fresh air, good swimming, 
and hiking, but where they will hear 
the Word of God, twice a day. A little 
nine-year-old boy was asked one day in 
class if he had opened his heart to let 
Christ in. He replied, “Oh, no, I have 
never been to camp.” 

Last summer,.in selecting the chil- 
dren for camp, we had quite agreed 
not to take a certain twelve-year-old 
Paul. Paul was a bad boy. He dis- 
turbed the other boys in class;>he al- 
ways said “No” to everything we asked 
him to do. He would not sing, nor say 
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his verse, nor listen quietly. But, in 
spite of all his badness, we could not 
get away from the thought that we ought 
to take him to camp. When asked if 
he would like to go, for the first time 
Paul said, “Yes.” He went to camp 
with twelve other boys and twenty 
girls. One day in his tent he was asked 
by hfs supervisor why he. didn’t learn 
his Scripture verse. He said he couldn’t 
read. So the verse was taught to him, 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). 
After he had repeated it several times, 
the supervisor asked Paul if he had been 
cleansed from sin. He said, “No! No 


‘one has asked me yet.” Needless to 


say, then and there Paul received par- 
don and cleansing. He is a transformed 
lad today, and has never missed a class 
in Child Evangelism all winter. He 
lives in a section of the city where sin 
is rampant, but, thank God, he remains 
radiant. 


Another class of thirty boys promised 
to be very fruitful. For several weeks 
two of our workers went there, teach- 
ing them to sing, “Thank You, Lord, 
for saving my soul,” and other choruses. 
They also heard the Gospel message illus- 
trated by flannelgraph. Then, one week, 
the thirty boys remained at the foot of 
the stairs; none of them dared to enter 
the home for the meeting. The workers 
carried on with a half dozen, while 
those outside pelted the windows with 
snowballs, and cried. disparaging re- 
marks. The following week the workers 
went again. There was the same crowd 
at the foot of the stairs— many of them 
over fifteen years of age. They again 
said, “We cannot go up.” Dear friends, 
why could they not go up? Fear had 
been placed in their hearts. Idolatry had 
been forced upon them. 


Just recently, at one of our Saturday 
evening meetings, seven young French 
Canadians came forward consecrating 
their lives to the Lord’s service. Will you 
pray that God will thrust forth young, 
qualified, Spirit-filled workers to reap 
the harvest here in Quebec? The dark- 
ness, ignorance, superstition, and sin 
are unspeakable! Women and children 
want to hear of the love of Christ for 
sinners as it is declared in the Bible! 


A few years ago, Miss Dorothy Ken- 
yon came to this province to open up 
Child Evangelism. She knew no French 
at that time, but now, is opening up 
work, not without difficulty, in various 
towns and cities in Quebec, so that chil- 
dren may hear of salvation by grace. 
Here in the city of Montreal, a city of 
over a million, the task is tremendous! 
Many are the homes open to our visits. 
Miss Esther Bush, R.N., works with me 
here in Montreal, and many are her op- 
portunities for medical help. Mr. A. J. 
Lesage, a native of the province, also 
visits homes in the city and province. 
In Quebec city, Misses Elizabeth Lewis 
and Mabel Quinlan are studying the 
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language and operiing classes, where 
possible. 

Pray for Quebec. Most of the folks 
here do not know Christ as the Shep- 
herd who came to seek and to save that 
which was lost, who went to Calvary to 
rescue the lost sheep. They do not know 
the meaning of Christ’s words, “It is 
finished.” They are still working, still 
saying prayers, still doing acts of peni- 
tence, still making sacrifices and pil- 
grimages, hoping, somehow, sometime, 
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to earn their salvation and pass out of 
a purgatory into Heaven. We need 
“rope-holders” at home to pray. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world” (Eph. 6:12). For the youth 
of Quebec let us lift up our “hands 
toward him for the life of ,. . . young 
children, that faint for hunger in the 
top of every street.” 


MontTREAL, P. Q. 


When You Give Your Child a Bible 


Helping him to read it and love it 


HEN your child is eight or nine 

years old, with what loving hopes 
you will give him his first Bible. You 
pray that he will read it and love it. 

I hope that it will not be a “Child’s 
edition” — attractively small, but, alas, 
also tiny in print. Bible language is 
difficult for the child at best; it contains 
so many strange names and terms. If 
the type is very small, the effort to read. 
will seem just too much. The child 
will not object to larger size and it 
will be much better for him. 

He will love the soft leather binding 
and the red-gilt sheen of his new Bible. 
He will try reading it here and there, 
but in this he needs guidance, lestshe 
put it aside with a sense of frustration. 
He has no idea where or what to read, 
and much is beyond his comprehension. 
There are many stories in the Bible 
which will interest him, told in clear, 
dramatic style. Show him where these 
may be found and mark the parts which 
contain the meat of the story. The story 
of Joseph, found in Genesis, beginning 
with the thirty-seventh chapter, appeals 
to all children. In Exodus are many 
thrilling stories of Moses. The favorite, 
David and Goliath, is found in 1 Sam- 
uel 17:3-11 and 16-50, 

The child will like to read the Gospels 
straight through, abounding as they do 
in the beautiful stories of Jesus. Most 
of Acts is thrilling narrative td a Junior- 
age child. The Bible story. of creation 
gives him a reverent wonger and im- 
presses him with the vital thought, “In 
the beginning, God created.” Many of 
the Psalms are not beyond his appre- 
ciation, especially if a little comment 
and explanation is given by the parents. 

He will feel much mcre at home in 
his Bible if he recognizes the different 
divisions of the Books: Law, Genesis to 
Deuteronomy, inclusive; History, Joshua 
to Estner; Poetry, Job to Song of Solo- 
mon; Major Prophets, Isaiah .to Daniel; 
Munor Prophets, Hosea to Malachi, in tHe 
Old Testament. In the New Testament, 
the Gospels, Matthew to John; History, 
Acts; Letvers of Paul, Romans to He- 
brews; General Letters, James to the 
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close of the Bible. If he is not taught 
these in Sunday school, it will pay you 
and him to see that these become famil- 
iar, and sample portions read to illus- 
trate each. It’s like knowing the streets 
of your neighborhood — then you do not 
feel lost or confused. 


If you can help him a little so that 
he can study his Sunday school lessons 
directly from the Bible, that will be 
valuable to him. I hope his teacher en- 
courages her pupils to carry their Bibles 
to the church with them. He probably 
learns by heart his Memory Verses for 
Sunday school. Teach him also to mem- 
orize the reference, and let him under- 
score these and other favorite verses in 
his Bible with red pencil. Then when 
he thumbs through it, these verses will 
greet him as old friends. 

A habit of reading a number of verses 
each day may become.a life habit of 
inestimable value. Not just, any verses 
will do—see that he has a list of devo- 
tional verses that will help him in daily 
living, even if you have to provide these 


, yourself. But there are many good lists 


in various religious magazines and de- 
votional pamphlets. 
Racine, Wis. 
we 


How To Form a Times Club 
(Continued from second page) 


weeks before the renewal date of a Club, 
the Club Secretary receives a renewal 
notice which lists each member with the 
current address. Post cards are also fur- 
nished the Club Secretary to send to out- 
of-town members, reminding them of 
the renewal date of their subscription. 


Tue Sunpay ScHoo.t Trmes greatly ap- 
preciates the efforts of its readers in 
seeking to introduce the paper to others. 
To help those who would like to form 
Clubs, the Company will gladly send 
attractively printed circulars, describ- 
ing the Club plan, and emphasizing im- 
portant features 6f THE SunDay ScHooL. 
Tres which will be of interest to 
prospective subscribers, 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 14. THE WISDOM OF HARMONIOUS LIVING 
Prov. 3:27-31, 15:1, 4, 18, 17:22, 18:24, 19:22, 29:24, 25, 25:18, 21, 22, 26:20, 21, 27:10, Matt. 5:9, 


Jas. 3:17; printed text, 


rov. 3:30, 31, 15:1, 18, 22:24, 25, 25:18, 21, 22, 26:20, 21, Matt. 5:9, Jas. 3:17 


Golden Text.—Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.— Matt. 5:9 


Kine James VERSION 


Prov. 3:30 Strive not* with a man without cause, if he have 


done thee no harm. 


31 Envy thou not the oppressor, and choose none of his ways. 
Chap. 15:1 A soft answer turneth away Wrath: but grievous 


words stir up anger. 


18 A wrathful man stirreth up strife: but he that is slow to 


anger appeaseth strife. 


22-For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the 


Lorp shall reward thee. 


Chap. 26:20 Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: so 
where there is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth. 


21 As coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; so fs a con- 


tentious man to kindle strife. 


Chap. 22:24 Make no friendship with an angry man; and with 


a furicus man thou shalt not go: 


25 Lest thou learn his ways, and get a snare to thy soul. 


Chap. 25:18 A man that beareth false witness against his neigh- 
bour is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow. 


21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he 


be thirsty, give him water to drink: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D: 


Approach to the Lesson 


E ARE told in Romans 14:19 to 
seek the things that make for 
peace and the things whereby 
we may edify one another. It is.as we 
have this ideal before us that we are 
enabled to live harmoniously with those 
about us, even though we may not be 
able to endorse many things that others 
may delight in. The Christian is not 
“ called upon to sit in judgment on his 
neighbors, but to manifest the spirit of 
his Master, who came not to condemn 
the world but to save it (John 3:17). 
When one has been born again he be- 
comes a partaker of the divine nature (2 
Pet. 1:4) and the love of God is shed 
abroad in his heart by the Holy Spirit, 
who is given unto him (Rom. 5:5). As 
he walks in the Spirit his life will be 
lyrical and he will manifest the grace 
toward others that God has manifested 
toward him. A factious, faultfinding, 
querulous attitude toward fellow Chris- 
tians and toward the world outside is 
no commendation for the Gospel he pro- 
fesses to believe. It never attracts, but 
rather repels. 

The Lord Jesus is our example in this 
as in everything else. While He felt 
keenly the rejection and opposition of 
those whom He came to redeem, He 
never complained because of their treat. 
ment of Him. The one thing that roused 
His holy indignation was the hypocrisy 
of the religious leaders of His day, who 
not only opposed the truth of God them- 
selves and refused to enter the Kingdom, 
but sought to hinder those who desired 
to enter in. But even for these hard 
legalists He had deepest pity, and He 
lamented the fact that they knew not the 
time of their visitation. As we enter 
into fellowship with Him bythe Spirit 


\ 


Matt. 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God. 


Jas. 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 








Helps on the Evangelical Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons, 
published by the American Council 
of Christian Churches, will be 

found beginning on page 887, 




















we shall become increasingly like Him 
and so will love others, even our ene- 
mies, as He has loved us and given 
Himself for us (Eph. 5:1, 2). 


The Historical Setting 


The selections for today’s lesson are 
taken from the Book of Proverbs, com- 
piled by King Solomon over 1,000 years 
before Christ; the Gospel of Matthew, 
written by one of the discfples of our 
Lord; and the Epistle of James, who is 
called by the Apostle Paul, “the Lord’s 
brother,” 


Verse by Verse 

Prov. 3:30.—“Strive not with a man 
without cause.” Under law it was for- 
bidden to strive with a man without 
adequate grounds; but under grace the 
Lord Jesus says, “I say unto you, That 
ye resist not evil.” As God has dealt 
with me, so am I to deal with others. 
Strife and contention are works of the 
flesh and are opposed to the new life 
communicated in regeneration. 

Verse 31—“Envy thou not the op- 
pressor (violent man], and choose none 
of his ways.” Ill-tempered and unrea- 
sonable men are a menace to the peace 
of any community. The one who is 
subject to the Lord will be of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price. Asaph (in Psa. 73) 
tells us he was envious at the foolish 
when he saw the prosperity of the 
wicked, until he went into the ¢#anctuary 
of the Lord, where he was given to 
understand their end. 


Chap. 15:1—“‘A soft answer turneth 


———————— ——— ———— 


peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 


righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 
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away wrath: but grievous words stir up 
anger.” It is considered unmanly by 
many not to resent an insult, or to allow 
wrathful words to go unchallenged; but 
it takes far more real character to meet 
an angry man in quietness of spirit, and 
to return calm words for heated, hasty 


‘ones, than it does to give railing for 


railing and malice for malice. 


Verse 18.—“‘He that is slow to anger 
appeaseth strife.” A wrathful man who 
stirs up contention is of necessity a 
proud man; otherwise he would not be 
so easily moved to indignation by what 
touches himself. A lowly man will be 
slow to anger, for he has learned not 
to think tédo highly of himself and there- 
fore will not readily resent insults, real 
or fancied. It is as important that one 
be careful not to take offence, where 
none is meant, as it is not to give offence. 


Chap. 22: 24.—“Make no friendship with 
an angry man.” He who pals with’a 
bad-tempered or furious man will in- 
jure his own character and reputation. 
A man is known by the company he 
keeps. “Evil communications corrupt 
good manners.” Therefore it is impor- 
tant to consider carefully the question 
of iftimate association with a man given 
to wrath and violence. 

Verse 25.—“Lest thou learn his ways.” 
We are all influenced, more or less, by 
those with whom we keep close com- 
pany. Unworthy friendships are a snare 
and a menace to be guarded against. 

Chap. 25:18.—“A maul, a sword,-and a 
sharp arrow.” One who lies to the detri- 
ment of his neighbor is likened to one 
who uses these offensive weapons against 
him. A maul is a battle-hammer or a 
war club. Lying is often a deathblew 
to an innocent man’s reputation, destroy- 
ing confidence just as these lethal 
weapons destroy physical life. 

Verses 21, 22.—*If thine enemy be hun- 
gry, give him bread . . . if he be thirsty, 
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give him water ... for thou shalt heap 
coals of fire upon his head.” These 
verses, with the exception of the last 
clause, are quoted by the Apostle Paul 
in Romans 12:20. He there takes them 
verbatim from the Septuagint (Greek) 
translation of the Old Testament. A de- 
sire for vengeance should never be in 
the heart of a Christian. He is called 
upon to show grace and compassion even 
to his enemies, losing no opportunity to 
minister to their needs. By so doing, 
the fire of love may soften their angry 
feelings and make them ashamed of their 
evil behavior. 


Chap. 26: 20.—“Where no wood is, there 
the fire goeth out.” As fire goes out 
for want of fuel, so many difficulties 
and suspicions disappear where there is 
no gossiping whisperer to go about dis- 
seminating evil tales and so perpetuat- 
ing strife. 


Verse 21—‘“As coals are to burning 
coals , . . so is a contentious man to 
kindle strife.” Such a one causes ill 
feelings to be more inflamed, and malice 
and hatred to be engendered.. It is a 
wicked thing to go.from one to another 
stirring up unholy passions and making 
unhappy matters all the more difficult to 
adjust. — 

‘Matt. 5:9.—“‘Blessed are the peace- 
makers.” These are the very opposite 
of those mentioned above. Instead of 
seeking to stir up strife they endeavor 
to allay it. Instead of trying to set one 
against another they do what they can 
to clear away misunderstandings and so 
draw hearts together. This is the spirit 
that should ever characterize children 
of God. By so behaving they- manifest 
the new life, which they have received 
when born from above. 


Jas. 3:17—“The wisdom that is from 
above,” when it controls the heart will 
be manifested by purity, peacefulness, 
gentleness, and resilience, rather than 
stubbornness. It is not haughty, but 
ready to listen to reason, eager to show 
mercy and to produce good fruits. It 
teaches us how to deal with one another 
impartially, that is, without prejudice, 
and honorably, not hypocritically. Where 
this wisdom ‘is manifested life is har- 
monious and God is glorified. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


He who would be a help and a blessing 
to the family, church, or community in 
which he lives needs grace to guard his 
tongue as well as his heart, in order that 
his. thoughts and ways may enable him 
to live peacefully and set a good exam- 
ple to others. This is true in every walk 
of life. Tale-béaring is to be avoided; 
anger is to be put away, for these only 


tend to inflame evil passions and to make | 


future reconciliations more difficult. The 
Christian is to take his Lord as his ex- 
ample in this as in all else. He, when 
reviled, reviled not again; when He suf- 
fered, He threatened not, but left all 
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. Last Week's Lessen 
10. September 7.—The Use and Abuse 
of Wealth. 2 s 4:8-13; Prov- 
erbs 3:9, 10; 11:4, 24-28; 16:8, 19; 
20:11; 21:6; 22:1, 2; 23:4, 5; 28:11, 
“* 20-22; Ecclesiastes 5:10-17, 19; James 5:1-6 
Next Week’s Lesson 
12. September 21. — Guidance 
Great Proverbs. Proverbs 3:5-7 
4:23; 6:16-19; 9:10; 14:34; 15:1; 16: 
187 21:3; 22:1; 27:1, 2; 28:1; 29:18; 
James 4:17 








in the hands of the Father, knowing He 
would ever do what was just and right. 
We can afford to be evil spoken of, but 
we cannot afford to reply in kind. We 
are to seek the .things that make for 
peace and things whereby we may edify 
one another. 


Lesson Outline 


Rutes To Be OBSERVED FOR »¢ 
Harmonious LIVING 


. Avoid unnecessary strife (Prov. 3:30) 
. Do not give way to envy (v. 31) 
. Answer kindly and graciously (chap. 
15:1) 
4. Refrain from wrath and anger (v. 18) 
5. Be careful as to associations (chap. 
23; 24, 25) 
6. Never pass on a false report (chap. 
25: 18) 
7. Show grace to enemies (vs. 21, 22) 
8. Keep from idle gossip (chap. 26:20, 
21) 
9. Seek to make peace (Matt. 5:9) 
10. Pray for heavenly wisdom (Jas. 3: 
> 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Wisdom That Is From Above. 
This is opposed to the wisdom that is 
merely human and which is based upon 
selfishness. Of this we read in James 
3:15-18. In vivid contrast is that wis- 
dom which comes from Heaven and 
which is found in all its fullness in Christ 


ont. 


Jesus, who is Himself the wisdom of God . 


and who is made unto all who believe in 
Him, to be wisdom, even righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption. This wis- 
dom controlling the heart and mind of 
the man of faith will keep the tongue 
from evil and the lips from speaking 
guile. There is no uncleanness in it; it 
is first pure. This leaves no room for 
anything unholy or selfish. 


Summaries and Applications 

If we are desirous of so living as to 
be a blessing to others it is all important 
that we be in right relationship to God 
ourselves. 

No man is capable of living according 
to the instruction given in the Scrip- 
tures until he has been renewed by di- 
vine grace. 

When born of God the new life com- 
municated will delight in purity and 
goodness. As this life is manifested in 
us we shall be helpful to those about us. 

An inconsistent Christian is a great 
stumbling block in the path of the un- 
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saved. It is when Christlikeness pre- 


-vaiis that we commend the a to 


others, 


We need to watch against every ‘ten- 
dency to disparage or reflect unkindly 
upon others. Such conduct is always an 
indication of pride and conceit. 

The truly humble man rejoices to see 
another honored and will never try to 
tear down his brather’s reputation in 
order to magnify his own. 


The more we know of true fellowship 


with God, the more ready will we be 
to assist others and lead them to enjoy 
what means so much to us. 
CHICAGO, 
bd 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


By J. C. Macaulay 
HY the haste in Proverbs 3:28? 


2. Why do today what you can put 
off till tomorrow? (Same verse.) 


3. What is the logical connection between 
verses 28 and 29 of Proverbs 3? 


4. What principle and what responsibility 
apply to the relation of neighbors? 


5. What evil results come from: beimg the 
companion of a hot-tempered fellow? 


6. How appropriate are the figures used 
concerning false witness in Proverbs 25: 18? 


7. What two things in the Scripture por- 
tions are mentioned as being like fuel to a 
fire? es as 


8. What is the best form of revenge® 


9. Who is the greatest example of the 
Golden Text? 


10. Will the wisdom of this world ; ever 
bring about harmony among men? 


(Answers on page $36)° 


Say, Fellows;— | 
Wade C.’ Smith to Boys and Girls” 


ACE as an experience covers just 

about everything that is good. and 
satisfying. Peace is ‘one of the super- 
lative words in our langage; it ranks 
with joy and love and victory. It is 
above all things to be desired, because 
it includes all the bléssediness that: can 
come to us from the Heavenly Father 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thus it 
includes salvation and all the joy @f a 
true discipleship in Christ. When Jesus 
said, “! am come. that they might have 
life, and that they: might have it more 
abundantly” (John 10: 10),-He meant:the 
life of “the peace of God, which pasdeth 
all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). 

Yet, perhaps, of all the boons avail- 
able to’ mankind, this one is the most 
stupidly sought after. The chosen (sup- 
posedly wise): leaders of. our nation and 
of the chancellories: of Europe, in this 
perhaps the most critical moment of 
the world’s history, are seeking inter- 
national peace through the avenues of 
economic pressure, diplomatic strategy, 
threatenings, and thinly veiled sugges- 
tions of the possible use of-atomie:power, 
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while the dove of peace sits moaning 
in some faraway wilderness. 

a you ever try to run ia chicken 
out of the garden? The poor distracted 
fowl dashes back and forth, passing 
right by the opening you have made for 
its exit, squawking and beating its wings 
agairist the fence in blind confusion and 
distress. There is only one way out, 
plain enough, but it is stupidly missed. 
There is but. one road to peace, and the 
Princé of Peace is beckoning the nations 
to it, but they seem to be blind ds they 
run back and forth, squawking in hope- 
less confusion. Oh, if these infinitely 
wise words from God’s Book would be 
taken seriously by a world that is teeter- 
ing above the precipice of annihilation, 
how different it might be! Peace could 
come, 

How wonderfully apt and true are the 
figures used in the Bible to illustrate 
its lessons! I am particularly impressed 
by the one in Proverbs 26:20, 21: “Where 
no wood is; there the fire goeth out; so 
where there is no talebearer, the strife 
ceaseth. As coals are to burning coals, 
and wood to fire; so is a contentious 
man to kindle strife.” The lesson would 


be lost upon us if we failed to apply 
this very personally to ourselves. Peace 
can actually be promoted often by silence 
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alone. The-fires of enmity and conflict 
would die if the flames were-not con- 
tinually fed by provoking statements, or 
even by idle and ill-chosen words. 

Have you heard something to the dis- 
credit of a neighbor? Why speak of it? 
What good is accomplished? Do you get 
some sort of satisfaction in repeating 
that sort of thing? Ask God to forgive 
you and break you of the habit. Learn 
to hate that sort of traffic. It does not 
make for peace on either side of the 
line; it promotes ill will and strife, 
which is a foe to peace. There is a sim- 
ple little rule about repeating gossip; 
you have. heard it many- times, but it 
applies very appropriately here: “Be- 
fore repeating something you have heard 
(or that ‘you may think) about your 
neighbor, first measure it by this test: 
Is it true; is it kind; is it necessary?” 
If you do this seriously, perhaps many 
times it will restrain you, and you will 
either remain silent or, better still, apply 
the antidote by thinking of some good 
trait in that ‘neighbor —if ever so little 
a one—and mention that! What might 
happen! One thing sure, if nothing else, 
there would come inte your own heart a 
certain kind of peace that -would make 
plain fare taste like a banquet. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers:\ for 
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they shall be called the children of God,” 
said our Lord in His great Sermon on 
the Mount. It is not always easy to be 
a peacemaker, especially in the home. 
One has to be very tactful, very humble, 
and prayerful. But even in most diffi- 
cult cases it is possible. It must be 
evident that you have no private end 
to gain by it, and you must be very 
patient — not censuring. If you accom- 
plish this, you will be called “a child 
-of God.” That is a high honor; God Him- 
self bestows it, and those who have 
come to an understanding with each 
other through your ministry will them- 
selves acknowledge it. 
Avcusta, GA. 
hd 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


’ A Prayer Before the Lessen.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, the Father of 
mer¢ies and the source of all good, we 
praise Thee for that crowning mercy and 
that highest good we have through 
Christ, even the forgiveness of our sins, 
and our reconciliation with Thee.. We 
rejoice that “through Christ on the cross 
peace was made,” our “debt by His 
death was all paid,” that thus the foun- 
dation was laid for peace, ‘the gift of 
Thy love. We thank Thee, too, that Thy 
péople are all one in Christ Jesus, and 
that, united to Him, we are united to 
one another in blessed féflowship. Oh, 
let Thy Gospel go out in mighty power 
through all the world to bring men into 
peace with Thee, and with one another. 
Help us to be peacemakers at home, at 
school, on the playground, in the store, 
the office, or the workshop, and may we 
be used of Thee to bring others to Christ 
and into peace. Make us like Christ, 
not pleasing ourselves, but seeking al- 
ways the good of others. Where we 
have failed, forgive us, Lord, and bring 
us into victory through Christ over all 
sin. Bless our study of Thy Word to- 
day and forward the cause of Thy Son 
in every place, for His sake. Amen. 


After the ‘Lesson—This is a badly 
upset world because of all the strife 
and quarrelling that goes on in it. We 
know what suffering and disturbance war 
among nations makes. But on a smaller 
scale there is much wretchedness 
through the strife that upsets homes and 
neighborhoods. Our lesson today has 
some wise words on this. It reminds 
us that a soft answer, one of kindness 
and restraint, will turn aside the anger 
of the angry. But so often we meet 
angry words with angry words, and the 
quarrel is on. Here in this Old Testa- 
ment Book of Proverbs we have the 
good-for-evil teaching that appears in 
the New Testament. If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him, we here are told, and 
Paul quotes this in the New Testament 
to teach us to return’ good for evil. 
There is no doubt that giving kindness 
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for unkindness would head off many a 
quarrel and turn many an enemy into 
a friend. A man who saw a boy stealing 





It is 
MANLIKE to RESENT 


but 
GODLIKE to FORGIVE 











into his garden to take some flowers 
caught him, but instead of threatening 
or punishing him gave him permission 
to seek and pick the best rose in the 
garden. By kindness so unexpected® the 
lad’s heart was touched so that he not 
only promised never to steal his flowers 
again but asked if there ‘was an errand 
he could do for his kind captor. We all 
know the good-for-evil method is the 
best, yet still we act on the give-as- 
good-as-you-get idea. Why? Because 


either we do not know the Lord Jesus ~ 


at all, or do not know Him well enough 
to seek His help to be like Him in our 
treatment of those who are mean to us. 
Let us each ask Him to give us His 
Spirit to enable us to be kind toward 
those who wrong us. 


Hoiiysurn, B. C., Can. 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
What Keeps a Neighborhood Friendly? 
(Prov. $:27-81; 15:1; 17:22; 19:22; 26:20, 21) 
SE OF MONEY may be “spelled” 
by proverbs as each letter is writ- 
ten on the blackboard. The last lesson 
may then be reviewed. 


Were there any squabbles in your 
neighborhood last summer? Were there 


any rows on your playground this week? © 


Could you prevent them, and always 
have a friendly neighborhood or play- 
ground? Let’s see what God has to say. 
(Assign each of the, ten lesson verses 
to a child. Show written slips.) We 
have here some little stories about boys 
and girls. Who will-read one? Which 
of you has the Bible verse that fits that 
story? 

When Johnny Muggins came to school 
wearing a big patch on his pants, some 
of the boys made fun of it, but Reggie 
called him to come play ball Soon 
Johnny was having such a good time 
he forgot about the patch. (Prov. 3:27 
or 19: 22a.) 


“Please come play with me,” coaxed 
five-year-old Suzanne of eleven-year- 
old Jean next door; “there just isn’t 
anyone else to play with.” “Oh, go 
along, don’t bother me now. I’m busy 
reading a book. Tomorrow I'll play with 
you.” Such was Jean’s reply. (3:28.) 

On Halloween night Gary pulled up 
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ten feet of Mrs. Smith’s picket fence and 
carried it to the dump. (8: 29.) 

Janice~went right over to Cora and 
pulled her hair. Soon there was almost 
a fight between the two girls. (3:30 or 
26:21.) 

Spike always got to be “it” in the 
game he wanted, because he knocked 
down anybody who wouldn’t ‘agree. 
Shorty, who was almost as big, thought 
perhaps he could try the same thing — 


only not on Spike, of course — and have 


some fun, too. (3:31.) 


"Ted had lost his knife. 
Marshall of taking it. That made Mar- 
shall “mad” because he had not taken 
it. “You did,” “I did not” got louder 
and louder, and the boys were almost 
at blows when the teacher made them 
both come in and take their seats. (15: 
1.) 


The’ Tigers. baseball team had* been - 


beaten 16 to 0 by the Hawks from a 
neighboring school. An unhappy group 
of boys returned to their lockers. “I’m 
never going to play again,” stormed Red; 
“think how we've practiced and worked 
and we didn’t get even one run!” And 
the shoulders of the boys slumped lower 
and ,lower. “Ho, ho,” laughed Pete, 
“didu’t we have a good time practicing 
together, though? And we played a good 
game today—the coach said so. Next 
year we'll do better. Come on, boys, 
I'll beat you to the showers!” And soon 
the whole crowd were laughing and 
joking. (17: 22.) 

Miss Burton was thinking over the 
boys: and girls in Room 21. Who was 
the best pupil? Mabel Ann would get 
the highest rank, but she knew she was 


smart, and acted as if she were better ° 


than the others. Then there was Judith, 
only an ordinary student, but she 
worked faithfully, and never bothered 
others by improper behavior uring 
school time. She was popular with the 
others, too, for she was unselfish and 
thoughtful. Judith was the best one in 
the class. Who was at the  bot- 
tom? There was ragged, dirty Joe, not 
too smart, and not lovely. What about 
Harry? Harry got fair marks, but he 
didn’t do all his work himself; and on 
the playground you couldn’t\trust his 
word as to what had happened. No, 
certainly ragged Joe was to be prefer- 
red to deceitful Harry. (19: 22.) 
‘Diane’s pencil was lost and she was 
making considerable fuss about it. “Do 
you know, I think Malory took Diane’s 
pencil!” whispered Daisy to Ann and 
Barbara. Soon all the girls were talk- 


‘ing aout Malory’s stealing the pencil, 


and then it went to the boys. Bui next 
morning Diane’s pencil was found shut 
in her book, and Malory still had his! 
(26: 20, 21.) 

Enter in the alphabet books A (17: 
17), D (3:29), Q (“Quiet from fear of 
evil”— 1:33). . 

Orono, MAIN. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 
Topic and Scripture: 
When We Are Good Neighbors 
(Prov. 3:2%-31; 15:1; 17:22; 19:22; 26:20, 21) 
OR. illustration: a couple of people 
talking over a fence in’ friendly 
fashion. 

Today we have several Scripture 
verses relating to friendship and. being 
friendly. ‘The question of being a good 
neighbor is just the simple question of 
how mucH one really loves the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is impossible to love 
the Lord with all your heart, and still 
hate your neighbor. 

I wonder if some child can tell me 
who is your neighbor. 

Somebody answers, “The family next 
door.” 

There is no question about that family 
being neighbors, but what about the peo. 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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ple in the second house, and on down 
the street? Are they neighbors? 

A woman. writes me from Iowa and 
says, “I wish you'd call on my daughter. 
She lives close to you. She’s your 
neighbor, in San Jose.” San Jose is over 
thirty miles from my home. Is she my 
neighbor? 


A speaker over the radio says, “He 
was a wonderful American. Mexicans 
know he was their good neighbor.” Are 
we neighbors to the Mexicans? 

A soldier back from the war tells me 
his buddy and he were neighbors dur- 
ing the last year of the war. One was 
in Okinawa and the other in the Philip- 
pines. Hundreds of miles apart! \Were 
they neighbors? 

We seem to be all mixed up in this 
neighbor question. My dictionary gives 
several definitions, one being “a fellow 
man.” That is the broadest one yet. 

A certain lawyer once came to Jesus 
and asked Him, “Who is my neighbour?” 
The Lord answered by telling him the 
story of the good Samaritan. You re- 
member the man who was on his way 
down to Jericho when thieves beat him 
and left him by the road half dead. A 
priest ‘and a Levite passed by, looked 
at him, and went on; but the Samaritan 
bound.up his wounds, put him on his 
own beast and took hirh to an inn where 
he could be cared for, and paid the bill. 
Jesus asked the lawyer which of these 

ee was neighbor to the wounded man. 

e lawyer answered, “He that shewed 
mercy on him.” 

Doesn’t that make it plain? 

We may live next door to people and 
yet not be a neighbor to them. Christ 
said. we should love our neighbor as 
well as we do ourselves. 

There are no fules about how far 
your neighborhood can reach. You can 
stretch it around the world- by being a 
neighbor,a friend, a helper to mission- 
aries who are in far countries. 

If you children send your missionary 
nickels and dimes to help take the Gos- 
pel to little African and Chinese chil- 
dren, then.you are being a good neigh- 
bor to them. You can be a neighbor 
to the children of India and Alaska and 
Europe. 

But don’t forget to be a molt to 
the children next door, and the littl 
foreign children that go to your ochodl 
Sometimes their skin is not just the 
same color as ours, but God loves them 
just as much as He does us. Christ died 


for all ‘the little children of the world... 


Tell them about Him. 


Shall we sing our chorus-to the tune 
of “Jesus Loves Me’? 

Love your neighbor as yourself, 

Though you have no store of wealth. 

Share with him God’s love and grace, 

Greet him with a shining face. 


Fetton, CALIF, 
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The Illustration’ Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1948 and 

explaining the conditions wu Ss which illus- 

trations are accepted may from the 

Times for 15 cents a of ee for each 
“ for 


best. one. 
tions must 
months in advance bye the , a should 


not be clip) from onstiee “Tllustration 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the ee lesson text. Because ~ 
resent shortage, readers are asked to 


imit the Pafotal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

How He Met Abuse.—Blessed are the 
peacemakers: for they shall be called 
the children of God (Matt. 5:9, Golden 
Text). The politest man has been dis- 
covered. He was hurrying along the 
street one night_when another man, also 
in haste, rushed out of a doorway, and 
the two collided with great force. The 
second man was infuriated, and spoke 
abusively, while the polite man, tak- 
ing off his hat, said. very quietly: “My 
dear sir, I don’t know which of us is to 
blame for this encounter, but I am in 
too great a hurry to investigate. . If I 
ran into you, I beg’ your pardon; if you 
ran’ into me, don’t mention it.” And he 
tore away with redoubled speed.—F'rom 
Forward. Sent by M. H: James, Toronto, 
Can, 


He Dropped the Matter.—A soft answer 
turneth away wrath (Prov. 15:1a). Two 
brothers were having some difficulty 
over a property line. John was very 
bitter and wrote Alex as follows: “You 
‘have cheated and robbed me of that 
which rightfully belongs to me. You 
know that the row of poplars is the prop- 
erty line. You have no right to build 
a fence on my side and claim the ground 


for yourself. I shall sue you and make - 


you pay every dime it is worth.” Alex 
was, a\true Christian. His reply was 
typical ‘of his character: “Father’s will 
said the property was to be equally 
divided. By survey I have placed the 
fence where thé division comes. How- 
ever, both of us are in good standing in 
this community and I do not want our 
néighbors ‘to think that we are not 
Christians. Neither of us can use the 
ground under the poplar trees, for noth- 
ing will grow there. If you will meet 
me with the surveyors I will allow you 
to place the fence where you want it, 
and we will make a permanent record 
in the surveyor’s office that you have 126 
feet and I have 118 feet. I have no 


objection if you want more than your 


half.” John was humbled and ashamed 
by the generosity and gracious words of 
his brother. He knew that if the fence 
were placed where he wanted it all the 
neighborhood would know and the rec- 
ords would show that he had more than 
his half. He dropped the matter—From 
Walter L. Wilson, M:D., in The Sunday 


School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Petersburg, Va. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


China’s Gratitude—For thou shalt 
heap coals of fire upon his head, and the 
Lord shall reward thee (Prov. 25:22). 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 150,000 
children with our Scripture Memory Plan 
and many are being saved, but in the eleven 
states in which we are working there are. 
4,658,442 school children who never attend 
Sunday school or church. Would 

like to extend this ministry? For infor- 
mation write to 


CHILDREN'S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 


New UNIFIED-GRADED 


BIBLE COURSES 
for 

Week-Day Church Schools 
or Weekly Bible Classes. 


Two Three-month courses containing 12 
lessons each 

“Book of Genesis’ and “Jesus the Saviour” 
COURSE INCLUDES: 
Two teacher's manuals: forlower grades—pre- 
school to grade 4, upper grades—S5 - vy 4 
High. Three ae sy manuals: Beginners 
grade 2, 4, grades 5-Junior fish. 


Each course § Fis cemuslede tou teeees ous 


The Ambassador Press 


2620 N. Halsted St, Chicago 14 
By Philip E. Howard 
Formerly President of 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
\ All Christians will be interested in this brief 
i the former Editor-in-Chief of 
The Sunday School Times. 
barbers ges bound in attractive dark 
red cloth with gilt lettering. 
Seventy-five cents, postpaid 
The Sunday School Times Co. | 
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Blackwood Bros Sunrtcl 
12 W-inch records—24 songs 


No. 1 ‘‘Heaven Now Is In View,’* 
e ‘Echoes Of The Past.”’ 
No. “On The Jericho 4 
"a Little Sun- 








‘When He Put 


5 Love God,”’ 
- ie Never Meet Again.”’ 
Noe. 6 ‘I Won't Have to Cross Jordan Alone,”’ 
aft —¥- tay Wey Back Home,"* 
No. 7 “I’ 
7 in "The Garden.” - . 


No. 8 “A Bequtital f Life,’ 
“Keep On The 


No. @ ‘‘When He Calls I'll » Rat “away, 
c. oa Old 
No. 16 “* s Wonderful to = on 
Whee They Ring The Golden Belis.’’ 
Ne. 11 ‘‘When God Dips His Love In'My Weert,” 
“I Can Tell You The Time 
No. 12 ‘‘I’m getieges With Jesus,”* 
Ever Go Sailin’.’ 


“Did You 
$1.00 each 
6 for $5.00—12 for $10.00 


Orde today from 


BLACKWOOD BROTHERS QUARTET 
Box 163-T Shenandoah, lowe 
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A HOME MISSION TEACHER WANTED: 


A consecrated woman who can teach a high school 
subjéct in a conservative Baptist mission school in 
Kentucky mountains. Address Baptist Mitsion, Sky, Ky. 
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CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM 
WANTED 


Young women and youn en to 
join our Fall Narsing Clase 
Prepare for Christian 


Generous once emsona 
Pleasant Home 
Churches in immediate vicinity | 
' Also several openings for graduate Nurses 
and Nutses Aids J 


Write to Dirgctor,of Nurses 
Wyckoff, New Jersey 














Atlanta 
Bible Institute 


OFFERS 
a well-rounded training in Bible 
study, Missions, Music, Pas- 
t training. 
TUITION FREE 
Accepted by Veterans’ Administration 
Temperate Southern Climate 

For details write: A.B.1., Dept. B 
759 W. Peachtree St. Atlanta, Georgia 

**‘A.B.I, emphasizes the BIBLE” 
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The Way 
oe 
sot the Lord 
Here, amidst ideal surrounfings 
and associates, you learn from 
God's two books—Nature and the 
Bible—that they may be a guide 
to your feet and a light on your 
path. You prepare to “Go some- 
where for the Lord” and learn to 
use His word efficiently. 
INSPIRED CHRISTIAN TRAINING! 
Complete courses in Missions, 
Genera! Bible, Music and Teacher 
Training. Excellent recreational 
facilities in 4-acre campus and 
gymnasium. Fall term starts Sept. 
4. Summer schoo! in June. Schoel 


approved under G.I. Bill of Rights 
and Veterans Rehabilitation Pro- 
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A Chinese army officer, speaking at one 
of our civic clubs, recently concerning 
China’s friendship and appreciation of 
America, concluded his speech about as 
follows: ; “When China was ready to 
settle the indemnity caused by the Boxer 
Rebellion and the destruction of Ameri- 
can property and life, America gra- 
ciously said, ‘We forgive it all.” You 
Americans have no way of knowing how 
that jarred every Chinese statesman. 
That was new under the sun. It made 
us love America, and has laid the foun- 
dation for an everlasting friendship. 
Only one _ little part of that indemnity 
was ever paid, and it was paid to a 
university in America with the volun- 
tary promise on the part of that uni- 
versity that it would be set aside for 
the education of Chinese boys. I shared 
that indemnity and I am a graduate of 
that university. I continually thank God 
for the spirit of America, and for Amer- 
ica’s attitude toward China.”—From C. 
Roy Angell, in the Teacher, S.B.C. Sent 
by Mrs, S. J. Beeker, Petersburg, Va. 
One Way To Stop Gossip.—Where there 
is no talebearer the strife ceaseth (Prov. 
26:20). “Did you hear about So-and-so?”: 
one Christian said to ‘another, going on 
to state what she heard. “Then there is 
one thing we should do,” the second 
Christian replied, opening the Bible 
which was near at hand. “I'll read one 
verse of Scripture.” She read Galatians 
6:1: “Brethren, if a man be overtaken 
in a fault, ye which are spiritual, re- 
store such an one in the spirit of meék- 
ness; considering fhyself, lest thou also 
be tempted.” “Now we'll kneel here and 
pray for the erring one,” she said, “keep- 
ing in mind what that verse says.” The 
gossiping Christian spent some uncom- 


fortable moments in that home: If not 


cured of he? habit, one thing was cer- 
tain. If she had more gossip to 
carry, she would carry it elsewhere. 
Another woman handled a similar situ- 
ation in a different manner. When a 
neighbor told her something abeut a 
certain woman, she replied, “I can’t be- 
lieve it’s true. 
to her this minute and ask her if it is so. 
Do you mind if I tell her where I got 
my information?” “Oh! Oh!” cried the 
woman. “Don’t tell her I said anything 
of the kind.” But why not? You 
shouldn’t say things about others that 
you are urwilling to face them with— 
From Christian Life. Sent by Howard 
M. Green, Laconia, N. H. 


Our Only Opportunity—The wisdom 
that is from above is . . . peaceable 
(Jas. 3:17). “Beloved, have you ever 
thought that some day you will never 
have anything to try you, or anybody 
to vex you again? There will be no 
opportunity in that happy realm to learn 
or. to show the spirit of patience, for- 
bearance, or longsuffering. If you are, 
ever to practice these things it must be 
now.”—From Dr. A, B. Simpson. Sent 
by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


I'm going straight over 


; ! 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 832) 


1. The help required is, probably urgent, 
and the delay here denounced is an attempt 


» to dodge the duty. 


2. Even if there is sincere intention, to- 
morrow we may not be able to do what 
we have thought we could do. Help reluc- 
tantly given may save a situation, but help 
freely given may save a soul. 


3. Withholding help and devising evil are 
twin brothers. 


4. The principle of interdependence carries 
the obligation of mutual helpfulness. Read 
Leviticus 19:18 and Luke 10:29-37. 


5. We become involved in his scrapes, and 
we fall into his ways (Prov. 22:24, 25), 


6. Faise witness beats like a maul, pierces 
like assword, and sticks like an arrow. It 
is base and cowardly, and against it one is 
helpless — except for God! 


_ 17. Talebearing and contentiousness (Prov. 
26:20, 21). 


8. Kindness (Prov. 25:21, 22; Rom. 12:20, 
21). 


9. Its speaker, the Lord Jesus (Eph. 2:14, 
15; Col. 1:19-22). 


10. Read Jamés 3:13-18, very carefully, and 
see whither mah’s wisdom is heading us. 


Wueaton, ILu. 
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(scaled Uniform Lesson List 
for 1948 


NUMBER of readers have inquired 
about THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times’ 
convenient, pamphlet-size list of lessons 
in the International Uniform series, pub- 
lished annually, and the Times is glad to 
announce that the 1948 list is now avail- 


able. , 


It gives the title of each lesson and 
the Golden Text in full, and references 
for the Scripture passages to be studied 
and for the devotional readings. The 
Primary, Junior, Intermediate-Senjor, 
and Young People-Adult topics are also 
shown, with the ‘accompanying Memory 
Verses and Scripture references when 
they differ from those shown for the 
over-all topic. The lessons are arranged 
in consecutive order according to the 
date and the number in each of the four 
quarters of the: year. 

The 1948 lesson list may be had at 
fifteen cents a copy, or $1.50 a dozén 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. 

Attention is called to the fact that no 
list of the. Evangelical International 

day School Lessons for 1948 will be 
published by the Times, since the Tres 
is carrying only the International Uni- 
form Lessons for that period. 


vé 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and-editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of. lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Evangelical International Lesson 





' LESSON 11. 


SEPTEMBER 14. DAVID SPARES SAUL 
1 Samuel 24:4-17 (Supplementary Reading: 1 Samuel 24:1-3, 18-22; 26:1-25) 


Golden Text.—Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.—Rom. 12:21 


Kine JAMES VERSION 


1 Sam. 24:4 And the men of David said unto him, Behold the @ 


day of which the Lorp said unto thee, Behold, I will deliver thine 
enemy into thine hand, that thou mayest do to him as it shall 
seem good unto thee. Then David arose, and cut off the skirt 
of Saul’s robe privily, 

5 And it came to pass afterward, that David’s heart smote him, 
because he had cut off Saul’s skirt. 

6 And he said unto his men, The Lorp forbid that I should do 
this thing unto my master, the Lorn’s anointed, to stretch forth 
mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the Lorp. 

7 So David stayed his servants with these words, and suffered 
them not to rise against Saul. But Saul rose up out of the cave, 
and went on his way. 

8 David also arose afterward, and went out of the eave, and 
cried after Saul, saying, My lord the king. And when Saul looked 
behind him, David stooped with his face to the earth, and bowed 
himself. ° 

9 And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men’s words, 
saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt? 

10 Behold, this day thine eyes have seen how that the Lorp 
had delivereti thee to day into mine hand in the cave: and some 
bade me kill thee: but mine eye spared thee; and I said, I will 


not put forth mine hand against my lord; for he is the Lorp’s 
anointed. 

11 Moreover, my father, see, yea, see the skirt of thy robe in 
my hand: for in that I cut off the skirt of thy robe, and killed 
thee not, know thou and _ see that there is neither evil nor trans- 
gression in mine hand, and I have not sinned against thee; yet 
thou huntest my soul to take it. 

12 The Lorn judge between me and thee, and the Lorp avenge 
me of thee: but mine hand shall not be upon thee. 

13 As saith the proverb of the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth 
from the wicked: but mine hand shall not be upon:thee. 

14 After whom is the king of Israel come out? after whom dost 
thou pursue? after a dead dog, after a flea. 

15 The Lorp therefore be judge, and judge ‘between me and thee, 
and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand. 

16 And it came to pass, when David had made an end of speak- 
ing these words unto Saul, that Saul said, Is this thy voice, my 
son David? And Saul lifted up his voice, and wept. 

17 And he said to David, Thou art more righteous than I: for 
thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil. 
The Evangelical International Sunday School Lesson Outlines are 

copyrighted by The American Council of Christian Churches, 

and used by permission, 





The Lesson in General 


By Tom M. Olson 
Introduction to the Lesson 


ONATHAN’S affectionate attitude 
J toward David was a source of grief 
to King Saul, and resulted in Saul’s 
calling his son a rebel, and telling him 
he had chosen David to his confusion 
(1 Sam. 20:30). : 

Little did Saul realize that Jonathan’s 
choice of David was the real secret of 
his comfort and consolation —as it is of 
every one whose choice is Christ, the 
antitype of David. All such are assured 
that they shall not be confounded (1° 
Pet. 2:6). 

Saul was convinced that “as long as 
the son of Jesse liveth upon the ground,” 
neither Jonathan nor his kingdom would 
be established (1 Sam. 20:31); hence 
Saul became desperate in his attempts 
to kill David. 

One can only imagine how Jonathan 
felt on hearing his father say, “Where- 
fore now send and fetch him unto me, 
for he shall surely die.” Jonathan's 
defense of David enraged Saul to the 
point where he “cast a javelin at him 
to smite him” (20:33). Jonathan re- 
quired no further evidence of his father’s 
settled aetermination to murder David 
on sight. When informed of this David 
“arose and departed: and Jonathan went 


into the city” (2Q:42). What an alto- . 


gether different record would have been 
written had Jonathan accompanied Da- 


vid in his rejection instead of returning’ 


to the city and the palace where mur- 
der was determined against David! 
We next read of Jonathan strengthen- 
ing David’s hand in God; on which oc- 
casion he had another opportunity of 
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Helps on the Uniform Lessons, 

published by the International 

Council of Religious Education, 

will be found beginning on 
page 831. 




















casting in his lot with David, but failed 
to seize it, for we read: “David abode 
in the wood, and Jonathan went to his 
house”. (23: 16-18). 

We hear no more of Jonathan until 
he was (slain by the Philistines (31:2). 
Had he remained with David, he would 
have shared in David’s victory over that 
very foe (2 Sam. 8:1). Those who suffer 
with Christ in this His day of rejection 
shall reign with Him in the period of 
His glorious manifestation (Rom. 8:17; 
2 Tim, 2:12). 

Saul’s vehement flame of anger against 
David resulted in the slaying of eighty- 
five priests and of all the inhabitants 
of Nob, the city of the priests, because 
they knew when David fled and did not 
reveal it to Saul. David experienced a 
daily deliverance from the murderous 
hand of Saul (1 Sam, 23:14). 

In Saul’s pursuit of David he is seen 
orf one side of a mountain, while David 
is on the other side of the same moun- 
tain (23:26). What a picture of Mount 
Calvary dividing the friends and foes of 
the one who was greater than David! 

When Saul was informed of a fresh 
invasion of the land by the Philistines, 
he temporarily abandoned his fiendish 
pursuit of David. This brings us to our 
present lesson. 


The Lesson in Detail 


. 1Sam, 24:4.—“Behold the day of which 
the Lord said unto thee. ... Then 


David arose, and cut off the skirt of 


- Saul’s robe privily.” The Lerd had com- 


manded His people “that they make 
them fringes in the borders of their 
garments ... and that they put upon 
the fringe of the borders a ribband of 
blue” (Num, 15:38). If King Saul had 
this “ribband of blue” on his garment, 
it should have reminded him that he 
was to recall “all the commandments of 
the Lord, and do them.” He was not 
to seek to please himself. 

How appropriate for David to cut that 
off —for Saul was certainly not seeking 
to know and do the will of God con- 
cerning David. 

The Lord Jesus was the only one who 
perfectly recalled all the command- 
ments of the Lord and perfectly obeyed 
them. -He pleased not Himself. There 
was no thought in anyone’s mind of cut- 
ting off the skirt of the Lord’s garment, 
but as many as touched it in faith were 
made whole (Matt. 9:20, 21; 14:34-36). 


Verses 5, 6.—“And it came to pass aft- 
erward, that David’s heart smote him, 
because he had cut off Saul’s skirt... . 
seeing he is the anointed of the Lord.” 
Murderous toward David, as he was, Saul 
was still the anointed of the Lord, and 
officially God’s representative. It was 
a serious matter to do anything against 
the Lord’s anointed. 

David was thoroughly acquainted with 
the history of the nation of Israel and 
recalled “when they went from one 
nation to another, from one kingdom to 
another people; he suffered no man to 
do them wrong: yea, he reproved kings 
for their sakes; saying, Touch not mine 
anointed, and do my prophets no harm” 
(Psa. 105: 13-15). 

In this dispensation, the Church is 
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called the mystical body of Christ. Be- 
lievers have been indwelt and anointed 
with the Spirit. To strike the true 
Church on earth is to #trike the Lord 
who is the head of it. 

To strike a Christian, a member of 
the body of Christ, iis to strike Christ 
Himself, as Saul of Tarsus discovered 
when the Lord asked him, “Why perse- 
cutest thou me?” (Acts 9:4.) 


Verse 7.—“‘So David stayed his serv- 
ants ... and suffered them not to rise 
against Saul.” David would not wreak 
vengeance on him. He said later, “The 
Lord shall smite him; or his day shall 
come to die; or he shall descend into 
battle, and perish” (26:10). 

The exhortation for us is, “Recom- 
pense to no man evil for evil” (Rom. 
12:17). The Golden Text is most appro- 
priate here: “Be not overcome of evil, 
but overcome evil with good” or, as an- 
other version has it: “But overcome the 
evil with goodness.” And still another 
renders it: “Never let evil get the bet- 
ter of you; get the better of evil by 
doing good.” (See also 1 Pet. 2: 21-23.) 


Verses 8, 9.—“Dawvid stooped with his 
face to the earth. ... And David said 
to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men’s 
words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy 


hurt?” David did homage to his sov- ° 


ereign; but candidly asked him why he 
listened to men’s misrepresentation of 
facts. David was evidently referring 
to the courtiers and flatterers surround- 
ing tl the king, who by their baseless sus- 
picions continually stirred up the hatred 
in Saul’s heart toward him. Psalm 57 
was written by David as he fled from 
Saul in the cave of the wilderness of 


En-gedi. It describes David’s exercise 
of heart at the time. See especially 
verse 4, 


The old saying, “The pen is mightier 
than the sword,” could be changed to, 
“The sharp tongue is often more deadly 
than the sword” (see Jas, 3). 

David’s question, “WHerefore hearest 
thou men’s words?” would be a good one 
to put to Christians who listen to men 
misrepresent Jesus Christ, David’s Lord ! 


Verse 10.—“I said, I will not put forth 
mine hand against my lord; for he is the 
Lord’s anointed.” Had David been seek- 
ing Saul’s hurt, he would have taken 
occasion of this incident in the cave 
to kill him. David’s settled determina- 
tion was to do good, not évil, toward 
King Saul. 


Verse 13—‘“As saith the proverb of 
the ancients, Wickedness proceedeth 
from the wicked.” Someone has pointed 
out that this.proverb of the ancients has 
the same meaning as the New Testa- 
ment pfdéverb: “A good tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit” 
(Matt. 7:18). David’s action in sparing 
Saul’s life should have satisfied the king 
that David was not a wicked man. 


Verses 14, 15.—“After whom is the king 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. September 7.—David and Jonathan. 
1 Samuel 20:1-13 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12. September 21.—Saul and _ Evii 
Muttte?=, 6. 2.'dheedt ice 1 Samuel 28:3-10 








of Israel come. out? .. . after a dead dog, 
after a flea. The Lord therefore .. . 
deliver me.” “Thus*David spake with 
perfect candor, and with dee un- 
feigned humility of heart. It was not 
with fawning, self-degradation that he 
called himself a ‘dead dog,’ yea, ‘a flea,’ 
He meant thereby only to say, that he, 
the outlaw, was nothing higher in the 
presence of all the world, and that his 
power, when compared with that of the 
king, was nothing at all” (Krummacher). 
He would leave his case in the hands 
of the Lord: and would look to Him for 
his deliverance. 


Verse 16.—“Saul said, Is this thy voles; 
my son David? And Saul lifted up his 
voice, and wept.” David was Saul’s son- 
in-law; and it was high time he ad- 
dressed him thus. Doubtless listening 
to David’s fervent appeal and the con- 
sciousness of his close brush with death 
softened him to tears. 


Verse 17.—‘And he said to David, 
Thou art more righteous than I: fer 
thou hast rewarded me good, whereas I 
have rewarded thee evil.” A belated 
confession and discovery, but better late 
than never. He now seems conscious of 
his evil life. Will he take sides with 
God against himself and sincerely look 
to Him who said, “Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon 
him; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon”? (Isa. 55:7.) There is 
nothing in his after life_to indicate that 
he even sought this abundant pardon. 
On the contrary, he is seen again seek- 
ing David's life (chap: 26). 

Our lesson ends here, but it is inter- 
esting to hear Saul further admit to 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By Marian Bishop Bower 
OW did Saul. show his neglect of and 


disregard for his people in his actions 


recorded in this passage? 


2. How does the name of the wilderness 
in which David was hiding show its charac- 
teristics? 


3. Where is En-gedi? 


4. What is noteworthy about the statement 
of verse 4? 


5. In what more serious instance do we 
find David's heart ——.! him after a . oe 
was done? 


6. Against whom was Saul senting when 
he sought David’s life? 


’‘%sWhat was wrong with Saul’s weeping 
and repentance? 


(Answers on pege 840)” 
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David, “Behold, I know well that thou 
shalt surely be king.” 

Samuel had revealed this to Saul (1 
Sam. 15:23, 26), and as David talked to 
Saul he likely received a fresh revela-. 
tion of the fact and realized David's 
superiority.‘ And we know well.that our 
Lord shall reign as King and David on 
his throne is a type of our Lord Jésus 
Christ in His office as King. 


Outline of the Lesson 


David refrains from evil by sparing Saul 
(To smite the Lord’s anointed is to smite 
Him) 


David places his case in the Lord’s hands 
(The Lord graciously undertakes for 
him) 


David humbles himself before the Lord 
and Saul 

(The Lord permits him to ‘hear ‘Saul 
praise him) 


David assured of the kingdom 
(The Lord causes Saul to acknowledge 
it) 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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For Teen-Age Young Folks” 
By Beatrice E, Borchardt 


FORGIVENESS OR REVENGE? 


EING somebody is more important 

than doing something, and David, 
an Old Testament saint with a New Tes- 
tament outlook, was not merely trying 
to’ do good, but to become a man after 
God’s heart. He had taken his anoint- 
ing for the kingship seriously, and he 
could/ do nothing less toward the one 
whom God had appointed before him. 


As the lesson opens we are aware of 
two intense emotions: unjustified hatred 
on the part of Saul, and a natural fear 
on David's part that.caused him to hide 
in hard-to-reach / places. The setting 
shows a rugged picture of rocky crags 
where wild goats roved, and caves which 
formed shelters where sheep were safe. 
Into the cave where David and his men 
were camping came Saul to rest, weary . 
from his climb among the rocks. 

A young man who was stopping in 
our home was afflicted with a mind that 
periodically went out of balance. One 
time -he asked me to look through his 
Bible and note the verses he had marked. 
I.thought he, like most of us, must have 
marked passages that would guide and 
inspire, but instead, all he had marked 
was the word “enemy,” or some of its 
parts, in the Book of Psalms. Inner con- 
flict> and temptations had upset this 
young man until all he could think about 
was his “enemy,” whether imaginary or 


‘real. Was not this true of Saul? His 


sense of insecurity and defeat; lis fear 
of losing his kingdom; his- insane jeal- 
ousy at David’s triumphs, all these oc- 
cupied his entire horizon. Whenever 
he was not engaged in fighting more 
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actively troublesome enemies, he spent 
his time in pursuit of David, 


David did say a great deal about 
enemies. in his Psalms, but every time 
he spoke of enemies he spoke also ‘of 
the One who conquers enemies, and ad- 
vised others to mention Him, too; “Let 
the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom 
he hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy” (Psa. 107:2). Enemies served as 
opportunities to make never-ending sur- 
renders ‘to God. a ' 


How easy it would have been for Da- 
vid to do away with the one who threat- 
ened his life, but at the moment of crisis 
this young man called upon'God: “Lord, 
forbid that I should do this thing unto 
my master.” We need to call upon the 
Lond to enable us to overcome the ten- 
dencies of human hature. 


“David stayed his servants.” He did 
not want to be guilty, even indirectly, 
of destroying his king. 

Did David’s kindness to Saul change 
Saul’s heart? You might think so as 
you read his immediate response. First, 
he wept. Naturally he would.be over- 
come with surprise and. relief. “Thou 
art more righteous than I,” he declared. 
Saul did not say he was wrong, or sorry. 
He intimated that while David was 
righteous, he was pretty good, too. Be- 
cause he could not think of anything 
to do that would fit the occ&sion, he ex- 
pressed the desire that the Lord should 
reward David. As soon, though, as Saul 
had a new advantage, he again set out 
to kill David, and again David put God 
ahead of his enemies and spared Saul’s 
life. , 1 

What do you do with those who try 
to hurt you? ‘Are you ready to forgive 
when someone gossips about you, shuns 
or ridicules you, or works against your 
success? “I have been thinking of quit- 
ting church .because one of the girls 
misinterpreted something I did, and has 
tried to turn the other young folks 
against me,” a young girl wrote. The 
most important matter to. consider is 
whether our own hearts are right with 
the Lord, and ourselves. Even David 
did not have everybody. for his friends, 
but he, as much as anyone in the Bible, 
revealed the beauty of a Christlike char- 
acter — being kind to enemies (Luke 6: 
35; Rom. 5:10). 

ALPAUGH, CALIF, 


Teaching the Juniors 
, By Vivian D. Gunderson 
APPROACH 
F SOMEONE does a mean thing to you, 
what do you feel like doing? What 
should a Christian do instead? 
THE Story 


Do you remember that David had to 
run away~from King Saul? For a time 


he lived in a large cave. Hundreds of 
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men came to him there and asked him 
to ‘be their captain. 

One day David heard that the Philis- 
tines were fighting against the city of 
Keilah. He asked the Lord if he should 
go and help them. The Lord said, “Go,” 
so David and his men rescued Keilah. 
When Saul heard that, he got some sol- 
dfers and went to catch David. David 
got away from Keilah, but Saul went 
after him. Just as it seemed that Saul 
would surely get David, God made it 
necessary for Saul to go and fight the 
Philistines again. -_ 

When Saul returned from the war, he 
heard that David and his men were 
hiding in the wilderness of En-gedi. So 
Saul took three thousand of his best 
soldiers and pursued David again. Saul 
and his soldiers hunted for David every- 
where. When Saul got tired, he went 
to rest in the very cave where David 
and his men were hiding. While Saul 
was asleep, David’s men whispered to 
him, “Saul has been trying to kill you. 
Now is your chance to kill him.” But 
David would not let anyone hprt Saul. 
He just cut off the bottom of Saul’s 
robe very quietly. 

After a while Saul waked up and went 
out of the cave; David and his men 
followed. Then David called to Saul. 
When Saul turned around, there was 
David bowing very politely to him. Da- 
vid said, “Why are you always chasing 
me and trying to kill me? Today I 
could have killed you. You went to 
sleep in the cave where we were hid- 
ing. I cut a piece off your robe so you 
would know I was close enough to kill 
you, but I wouldn’t do it.” 

Read what Saul said in 1 Samuel 24: 
17. He knew that David had acted like 
a real Christian. Then Saul and his 
soldiers went home. 

Another time someone told Saul that 
David and his men were in the wilder- 
néss of Ziph. Saul forgot that David 
had spared his life. He only remem- 
bered that David might be the next king. 
So Saul and his soldiers went after Da- 
vid again. They hunted and hunted for 
him. One .night when Saul and all his 
men were asleep, David took one of his 
bravest men-.with him to Saul’s camp. 
Abishai, the soldier who went with Da- 
vid, said, “I’l|_ kill him for you.” But 
David said, “No, w@ must not touch him. 
The Lord will punish him.” Then they 
took Saul’s water bottle and spear and 
went away to an opposite hill. From 
there, David, shouted to Abner, Saul’s 
captain, “Why don’t you take better care 
of the king? Two men were in your 
camp tonight and could have killed him: 
See where the king’s spear and water 
bottle are.” 

Saul said, “Is that thy voice, my son 
David?” David said, “Yes,’ and once 
more he asked Saul why he wanted to 
kill him. 

Saul said, “I won’t chase you any more 
because you spared my life.” Then Da- 
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vid told Saul to send one of his men 
after his spccr. And David said, “As I 
protected your life so may God protect 
my life.” 

Although Scul had promised once more 
that he would not try again to kill 
David, David knew that he could not 
trust him, so David went to stay in a 
foreign country. 


CONCLUSION 


Turn to Acts 13:22 and see what kind 
of man God called David. One reason 
David “a man after mine 
own heart” was because he was “not 
overcome of evil,” he overcame “evil 
with good.” ; 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Treasure Chest for 


Primary Teachers 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


Topic and Scripture: : 
David Forgives His Enemy (1 Sam. 24:4-17) 


[? going to print a word on the board. - 
—ENEMY. What does that mean? 
It- means someone who treats us badly. 
Who was David’s enemy? 

In our lesson today Saul took his sol- 
diers and went to hunt David. He had 
heard that David and his friends were 
in the deep woods near a hill. 

Here on this tray I have made a hill 
of wet sand and rocks. These little . 
green twigs are trees. 

“At one time Saul and his men were 
here on this side of the hill while Da- 
vid and his men were on that side. 
But when Saul got around to that side, 
where was David? 

I'll turn the tray around, then see if 
you can guess. Yes, in this cave, way 
back where no one could see him. 

Saul came to the cave and looked in. 
He was very tired so he told his men, 
“You go on and I'll rest awhile in this 
cave.” 

King Saul went in and lay down. His 

purple robe was thrown back so part 
of it lay on the cave floor. 
, David and his men kept still as mice. , 
Finally one of them whispered, “Let me 
go and cut off Saul’s head, then he'll 
never trouble you again.” 

But David said, “No; God never told 
us to kill the king.” 

After a little, Saul went sound asleep 
and snored —like this. David thén stole 
out softly and, with his sharp sword, cut 
off a corner of Saul’s purple robe. After 
that, he tiptoed back to his hiding place. 

After awhile Saul awoke and 
stretched. He got up and went into the 
woods a little way. 

Suddenly. David came to the door of 
the cave. “King Saul!” he cried, “See 
what I have in my hand !” 

Saul turned around and saw David 
holding up — what? 

“I.-was so close to: you in the cave,” 
explained David, “that I could have cut 
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off your head, as my men wanted me 
to do. But I only cut off this piece of 
your robe.” 

“Oh, David!” cried Saul. “How good 
of you to save my life! I surely do 
thank you, and I shall never hunt, for 
you again.” 

But Saul broke his promise. The next 
time David and his friends hid in the 
woods up here on the hill while Saul’s 
army slept in the valley here. David 
and one of his men stole softly into the 
valley right up to Saul’s tent. ~They 
actually went inside and stood by the 
sleeping king. But they did not hurt 
him. They only carried away his spear 
and his bottle of water. 

When they reached the woods, Da- 
vid called down, “King Saul! See how 
close I have been to you again! For 
here with me is your spear and your 
bottle of water !” 

Saul awoke and looked around. Was 
that David’s voice? Yes, it must be, and 
sure enough, his spear and’ water bottle 
were gone. 

“Oh, David !” eried Saul. “Once more 
you have shown yourself a better man 
than I. I afm ashamed, and will not hunt 
for you any more.” 4 

Now the reason why God pit these 
stories in the Bible is so we can see how 
much David is like the Lord Jesus 
Christ. David forgave, and so did the 
Lord Jesus. 

Ronny, look-in the Treasure Chest for 
little paper crosses and pass them 
around. Then Sue may ‘pass the crayons. 
We'll put some red color at the top, 
bottom, and both sides of our crosses. 
What will this remind us of? 

Then we'll take a different colored 
crayon and print FORGIVE on our 
crosses. Because when they were driv- 
ing the nails, Jesus a wers “Father, for- 
give them.” 

And if we forgive as Jesus did, we 
shall “overcome evil with good,” as our 
Memory Verse tells us (Rom. 12:21). 


Forestvitxze, N. Y. 
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Illustrating the Lesson 
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Which Place Will You Take?—Be not 


even with him; forgiving it sets you 
above him.—From Benjamin Franklin, 
in the Immanuel Missionary. Sent by 
Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Why. He Was Not Killed—And the 
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men of David said unto him, Behold 
the day of which the Lord said unto 
thee, Behold, I will deliver thine enemy 
into thine hand, that thou mayest do to 
him as it shall seem good unto thee. 
Then. David arose, and cut off the skirt 
of Saul’s robe privily (fr Sam. 24:4). 
A white settler in South Africa found 
a native of the Kaffir tribe near his 
stable, and accused him of trying to 
steal a horse. The native declared that 
he was simply takirig a short cut home, 
but the white man was not a Christian, 
he had no faith in Kaffirs, and decided 
he would make them afraid of him. So 
he tied the poor native to a tree and 
cut off his right hand. Months after- 
ward the white man was overtaken by 
darkness and sterm far from his cabin. 
Seeking shelter in a Kaffir hut he was 
given food and a place to sleep. When 
he awoke a tall Kaffir was standing over 
him, As their eyes met the native held 
up his arm without any hand. The 
white man felt his time had come. He 
knew the Kaffirs were cruel and re- 
vengeful. He waited expecting each 
moment to be his last. Slowly the right 
arm dropped, and the Kaffir said: “This 
is my cabin and you are in my power. 
You have maimed me for life, and re- 
venge is sweet;’ but I am a Christian, 
and I forgive you.”—From Pansy Maga- 
zine (more than forty years ago). Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Eskridge, Kans. 


De We Make It Easier for Others?— 
So David stayed his servants with these 
words, and suffered them not to rise 
against Saul (1 Sam. 24:7). By being 
‘unselfish and Christian we can have an 
influence that will live throughout eter- 
nity.. On the stone that marks the 


grave of a dear little girl can be seen . 
these words, “A child of whom her ° 


playmates said, ‘It was easier to be good 
when she was with us.’” I wonder if 
our friends can say that about us?— 
From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Robert Vining, Pranklie Square, N. Y. 


‘Trusting Him To Defend Us—The 
Lord judge between me and thee, and 
the Lord avenge me of thee: but mine 
hand shall not be upon thee (1 Sam. 24: 
12). If God’s people try to defend them- 
selves and avenge themselves in this 
present évil wofld, God will often let 
them, to prove to them ¢hat He is their 
Avenger, and the D@vjl will laugh at 
their confusion. .To the child of God, 
as we take our pilgrim journey through 
this world, let each of us remember our 
Lord. is looking after His own. So, 
beloved, when tempted to fight your own 
battles, remember His Word, “Dearly 
beloved, avenge not yourselves.”—From 
a sermon. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West 
Hill, Ont., Can. Prize illustration. 


Stelen Vengeance.—The Lord there- 
fore be judge, . . . and plead my cause 
(1 Sam. 24:15). A person happened to 
complain in the hearing of a Christian 
of conduet manifested toward him by 
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his neighbors, and concluded by saying 
that he had vengeance in'store for them. 
“Then you have stolen it,” was the afi- 
swer, “for it does not belong, to you, 
for God says, ‘Vengeance is mine’”"— 
From Sir W. Robertson Nicoll. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


bd 
This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page $38) 

1. He was the commander-in-chief of the 
army, The Philistines, their dread enemy, 
were invading the land (1 Sam. 23:27), but 
Saul turned aside from pursuing them te 


try again to kill David, whom he considered 
his personal enemy, 


2. It was the wilderness of En-gedi, which 
means “the fountain of the young goat.” 
Verse 2 speaks, too, of the “rocks of the 
wild goats.” Though, it was a wilderness, 
there were fountains of refreshment and 
caves for shelter. 


3. It is a little oasis near the Dead Sea. 
Though it is surrounded by the barren sands 
and rocks, its fountain caused the sweet- 
flowered camphire to spring up there, which 
in its fragrance showed forth the loveliness 
of the Beloved (Song of Sol. 1:14). 


4. This word was not recorded at the time 
of the Lord’s speaking it. This is the first 
reference to the statement.. 


5. David numbered the people, though he 
knew it was against the will of the, Lord, 
and “David's heart smote him after that he 
had numbered the people” (2 Sam. 24:10). 


6. Saul was fighting not against David, but 
against David’s Lord. David was awaiting 
God’s time tovsact (cf. v. 12). 


7. It was weeping and outward repentance 
that accompanied no change of heart. 


West CoLiincswoop, N. J. 7 
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The Young People's 
Prayer Meeting 
By Jehn W. Lane, Jr. ; 


Sunday, September 14° 


2. Having a Good Time on a Date — 
(Prov. 3:1-7; 1 Cor. 10:31) 


Hf bsg is no more difficult challenge 
for young people in the Christign 
life than to trust the Lord to provide 
their good times, and their companions 
in those good times. Many of us are 
entirely willing to trust the Lord for 
salvation, for health, for direction in 
life work, and all of that, But when it 
comes to good times and friends, many 
of us insist on choosing these for our- 
selves. And yet the Lord longs to have 
each one of us say with the Psalmist of 
old, “Thou wilt shew me the path of 
life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; 
at thy right hand there, are pleasures 
for evermore” (Psa. 16:11). 
3 

Now, at the very beginning of the dis- 

cussion of our topic. this week, it Should 


be made clear that it is the most natu. — 
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"Lesson for September 14 





ral. and right thing in the- world that 
young people of both sexes should want 
to get together for good times. God has 
created us with natures that desire com- 
panionship, and with a desire for and 
appreciation of happiness. Of all peo- 
ple, Christians should be full of joy, 
and should be able to enjoy good times 
together. Dr. Griffith Thomas used to 
say that he feared that some Christians 
were under the impression that Paul 
had said, “Groan in the Lord alway, and 
again I say groan.” 


However, true Christian joy and good 
times are not found in trying to imitate 
the world just as far as one may think 
it safe. Many of the world’s good times 
have a bitter sting, and when the Chris- 
tian seeks to imitate them or to indulge 
in them “up to a point,” difficulties are 
often encountered, and, what is more, 
one’s testimony may suffer. Let us be 
certain, therefore, that the kind of good 
times we choose are of God’s own choos- 
ing. It is not enough to seek to satisfy 
our misgivings by saying, “Well, I can 
take the Lord with me there,” but, 
rather, to be certain that we can say, 
‘The Lord is taking me there.” 


- Secondly, it is important to see that, 
even in good times of which the Lord 
may approve, it is possible to indulge 
to the point where other things that the 
Lord. would have us do, or our time for 
fellowship with Him may be interfered 
with. Otherwise harmless good times 
may be indulged in to such a degree that 
we may suffer physical injury, even 
though temporary, or they interfere with 
our’ daily tasks at school or at work or 
in the home. Such good times, there- 
fore, even though harmless in them- 
selves, are inconsistent and unbecoming 
for the Christian. His Word tells us 
that “the fruit of the Spirit is ... self- 
control” (Gal. 5:22, 23). Intemperance, 
even ‘in- harmless good times, is not 
becoming one- who would truly follow 
the Lord Jesus. 
‘ ve 


Thirdly — and this phase of our good 
times is the point of our topic—our 
good times frequently involve compan- 
ionship with another or with others. As 
we saw last week, the earnest Chris- 
tian who is seeking to follow closely 
the Lord Jesus cannot afford to have 
close friends who do not know Him, and 
serve Him. It may seem innocent 
enough to aecept a date with a boy or 
girl who is not a Christian, when we 
know that such a one is of good char- 
acter and excellent behavior. And, yet, 
it is right here that many Christian 
young people let down the bars, and 
allow to enter into their lives a whole 
train of difficulties. 

It is true that no right-thinking and 
modest boy or girl should look upon 
every date as a step to life partnership. 
But a date very often is the entering 
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wedge to closer friendship, and it is 
far easier to take our stand on separa- 
tion at this point than it will be-when 
other dates are proposed, or when 
friendships are formed that will cost 
much to break. Each of us thinks at this 
point that he is strong enough to with- 
stand the pull of entanglements with 
unbelievers. But.the fact has been proved 
over and over again that we are not 
strong enough, and that we need, in the 
words of our Scripture lesson, to “trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding” 
(Prov. 3:5). 
we 


But, granting that the one with whom 
we have accepted a date is a believer, 
is our way smooth and certain? Not 
necessarily. We need to remember that 
just as we have not always done that 
which is pleasing to the Lord Jesus, so 
we shall find that other believers, at 
times, do not do those things that please 
Him. Other believers are not always 
courteous, or thoughtful, or Christlike. 
We have a responsibility, therefore, 
when We accept the companionship of 
another Christian on a date to conduct 
ourselves in such a way that our part- 
ner will be stimulated and encouraged 
and helped in right and proper conduct. 
Sometimes this may mean a tactful, but 
none the less firm, refusal of a sugges- 
tion to do something or to go some- 
where that we know would not be con- 
sistent for a Christian. Certainly, it 
means that we have no right even to 
suggest anything that we know would 
displease our Lord, just to see how far 
the other one will go. 

A Christian boy or girl’s conduct on 
a date should exemplify the Lord Jesus 
in consideration of his or her companion, 
This will prevent us from accepting 
from the other entertainment or gifts 
that we know are beyond his or her 
means. It should prevent us from even 
suggesting that we would like to do 
things or go to places that would involve 
expenditures that would be embarrassing. 

Likewise, a disposition to honor the 
Lord Jesus will require us to treat our 


companions with all the honor and cour- » 


tesy and consideration that is due fo an- 
other member of the body of Christ. 
It will give no place to ‘the loose con- 
duct and familiarity and petting so often 
permitted by unbelievers and, sad to say, 
sometimes countenanced by Christian 
young people. This will not be a re- 
straint upon good times, but, on the con- 
trary, will be the means of promoting 
the noblest and best type of companion. 
ship and true and lasting friendship. 


Have you ever noticed how admira- 
tion and love for a mutual friend can 
draw two persons together? Love for 
the Lord Jesus will do just this for 
Christian young people, if they will take 
Him into their confidence, and confide 
in Him the deepest thoughts of their 
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hearts, and trust Him to work out. for 
them the desires of their hearts, in His 
way and in His time. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Children at Home 


Apricot's Victory® 
Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


MEwa (Apricot) lay in her gay, 
quilted bed in the Chinese mis- 
sion hospital to which she had been 
brought some weeks before from. the 
“Jesus” school in the town. Apricot 
had been a clever, and popular pupil 
at the school, and it was much to the 
regret of her teachers that she was leav- 
ing them. Alas, when a mere infant, 
she had been bound in marriage to a 
neighboring family, to pay her father’s 
heavy debt. So it had been arranged 
for Apricot at the age of fourteen to 
marry the youngest son of the creditor. 

A Christian uncle had persuaded her 
father 'to let the little girl go to school 
for a year or two, lest her lack of edu- 
cation might cause her to be despised 
in those modern days. This uncle paid 
all expenses at the mission school in 
the nearest town, and Apricot was 
supremely happy. 

However, her future great-mother-in- 
law was displeased, and, being an old 
lady who had always ruled everyone, 
she determined to make her new daugh- 
ter an absolute slave. ' 

“If she tries to assert herself in any 
way because of the foreign education, 
she will soon learn to obey me.” All 
the family feared to oppose the old 
lady; they had quickly found it to be 
hopeless, and Apricot’s future Husband 
was a very weak-minded youth. 

Apricot’s pretty face was pathetic in 
its expression as she lay in the hospital 
ward on this sunny afternoon. The kind 
nursing Sister noticed her unusual sad- 
ness and said, “You seem to be ‘eating’ 
no joy at being well enough to go home 
tomorrow, little one.” 

“Truly, Sister-of-Healing, I only .de- 
vour sorrow because on my fourteenth 
birthday, next moon, I must go and live 
with my future great-mother-in-law.” 

“And you are dreading that prospect, 
Apricot?” 

“Truly, Sister, for they say she is like 
a tigress, she shows such fierce anger for 
the slightest fault. Her son’s wife has 
‘gone above,’ therefore. she rulés the 
whole family with a rod of iron. All 
her grandsons are like dough in the 
hands of the baker.” 

“Poor child, you will have to try to 
please and obey’her in all things, for 
the sake of peace in the home.” 

“Truly, Sister, so I will do, except 
if she forbids me to worship the Lord 
Jesus. I have learned to love Him, and 
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College Graduates } 
Christian education on all levels and in all 
areas of knowledge will become a reality  { 
only when educated Christians are united { 
in the effort to formulate the principles of 
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truag-hristian education. You may help 
by applying for membership in: 


The Infar-Collegiate Gospel Fellowship, 
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“Regional Networks” and In- 
dependent Stations. 
radio log of local newspapers 
for stations and times. 


“| CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. 0. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 


— Woody Bible Institute 


An interdenominatioral, tvition-free Bible 

school, trdining men and women for all 

types of Christian service. Seven courses, | 
Write for details -Dept. § 1036 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE © CHICAGO 10 

: Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
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For Sunday Bible Classes, 

evict paveeet’ here 
and Home Study. 

es 20c; 4 grades 75c; Set $3.60 


Through the Bible Study, 4112 Gaston, Dallas 4, Tex. 




















What Will Bring Revival? 


’ By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 3 
Director of Great Commission Prayer League 
Ten chapters, 54 pages, devoted to 
the answer to this question, is con- 
tained in this paper-bound booklet. 


Preacher and will profit 
much by the r g of this excel- 
lent presentation. 

25 cents, postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 











HOW MODERN IS THE 
FEDERAL COUNCIL? 


An analysis of replies received from 
Federal Council leaders stating their 
position on seven fundamental 
doctrines. 


Just off the press s 
Per copy, 15 cents 7 for $1.00 
$15.00 per hundred 


FELLOWSHIP PRESS 
9 Park Street Boston 8, Mass. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


to disobey His commands would be a 
greater sin than to oppose my great- 
mother-in-law. If-she insists upon my 
conforming to our old Chinese religious 
customs, truly I must not do so.” ; 

The Sister looked into Apricot’s stead- 
fast eyes and sighed as she realized what 
a hard test would likely await this frail 
little girl. 

Shortly after, Apricot left all her kind 
Christian friends and the place where 
she had been so happy and learned to 
love her Heavenly Father. 

The “happy”. wedding day came all 
too soon, and Apricot in her gorgeous 
scarlet satin dress, glittering with gilt 
embroidery and jewel-encrusted head 
crown, was placed in the red bridal 
chair and carried to her future home. 

The little girl bravely restrained her 
tears at parting from her parents, and 
prayed ceaselessly all the way to her 
new home for courage and strength to 
be true to her Saviour and Lord. Oh, 
how much she needed God’s help every 
moment in her terribly difficult, unhappy 
life ! 

The “Tigress,” as the old lady was 
always called behind her back, w&s quite 
impossible to please. Apricot did all 
she could in every way to obey and 
satisfy her exacting commands, but in 
spite of her efforts she was always at 
fault, and her great-mother-in-law did 
not hesitate to use both her tongue and 
her red lacquer stick. — 

A few days after the wedding ceré- 
monies were ended, she said to Apricot: 
“I hear you pray to your foreign God 
night and morning, and I have noticed 
that you are unwilling to light the in- 
cense and candles and worship. the 
household gods. Tomorrow I go to the 
heavenly wisdom temple and you must 
accompany me and conform in all mat- 
ters of worship which I command.” 

Apricot’s face went pale; she knew 
already it would be useless to say any- 
thing. She, however, felt she must be 
true to her Saviour. “Truly, most hon- 
orable mother, I will rejeice to guide 
your ‘golden lily feet’ to the temple, but 
I dare not disobey my God in worship- 
ing the gods which are the work of 
men’s hands and which cannot help us.” 

The’ old lady’s eyes flashed with such 
wrath that they seemed to be on fire, 
and her. lacquer stick fell heavily on 
Apricot’s shoulders. 

“Truly you shall obey me in this mat- 
ter as in everything else. I will soon 
teach. you never to disobey my will.” 

From that day forth Apricot was 
cruelly ill-treated, beaten, starved, and 
shunned by everyone in the family. The 
young bridegroom dared not say a word, 
for he was too terrified of his grand- 
mother, who had brought him up from 

infancy. 

Apricot was much tempted to say her 
prayers silently in bed and give up 
kneeling night and morning to pray 
aloud as the Chinese always do. She 
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knew that watchful eyes were constantly 
glued to the chinks in the door and 
carved wood windows, so that everything 
she did could be reported to the honor- 
able lady-mother. Thus as Apricot con- 
tinued night and morning to kneel and 
worship her “foreign Jesus,” her mother- 
in-law would often burst open the door 
to beat her until she fell unconscious. 
These beatings continued for many 
weeks, end it was only through God’s 
strength that the poor little girl was 
enabled to bear her sufferings. 

Then it happened that a neighbor fell 
sick and was taken to the mission hos- 
pital. She eagerly recounted to Sister 
Mary and the patients around her, how 
a little bride near their village was 
being beaten and_ ill-treated by her 
mother-in-law because of her determina- 
tion to worship this same foreign God. 

Sister Mary knew it'must be Apricot, 
and she simply could not get her out 
of her mind. She felt she should go and 
visit her at once, although it seemed 
most unlikely that she could help in 
any way. Setting off in her car, Sister 
Mary soon reached Apricot’s home and 
found the poor little girl in a really 
terrible condition. She was so sick an 
weak that it seemed most unlikely that 
she would live at all, and the Sister set 
herself to convince the old mother-in- 
law of this. The Tigress did not want 
the girl to die there, for fear the spirit 
might return to disturb her, so after 
much tactful persuasion she let Apricot 
be taken to the mission hospital. 

Many weeks passed before the patient 
was out of danger, and it was only 
prayer and devotion that saved her life. 
The poor little bruised body touched 
the heart of each one who cared for her, 
but her brave, unbeaten spirit caused 
them amazement, for truly she had suf- 
fered cruelly for her faith. 

Months passed before Apricot could 
even manage to hobble a few steps, and 
her back injuries would cause her al- 
ways to be lame. : 

At last when the time came for her to 
return home, a message reached her 
that her great-mother-in-law had been 
stricken down with paralysis and would 
never be able to move or even speak 
plainly again. 

“I must go back tomorrow and try to 
make her understand about God’s love,” 
said Apricot as soon as she got the news, 
and through her faithful example the 
whole household was won at last for her 
Lord and Saviour. 


Worrtuinc, Sussex, Enc. 
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scheel, er home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
eughly dependable. These whe make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 


pay te read them every week. 
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The Y.M.C.A. and the Question 


Drink 


(Continued from second page) 


Raymond Pearl, re- 
futes it.” 


“If the amount of 
alcohol taken is not 
excessive, the ef- 
fects on the brain 
and nervous system 
wear off and there 
is no rmanent 
harm, gain the 





above. (Pearl is dis- 
credited, save at 
Yale, and even Dr. 
Jellinek explained 
to me that Pearl’s 
figures were not 
dependable.) 


But the effects 
wear off so slowly 
that, before they 
are gone, moderate 
drinking, with more 
“effects,” has taken 
place. “Even after 
twenty-four hours 
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cenger lies in ex- 
cess, 


m, 


“A lot of the 
ular opinions a aA 
the harm that alco- 
hol does are com- 
pletely false.” Of 
one of them, Mr. 


SCHOOL TIMES 


or more, capacity 
continues lower 

Any use then is in 
danger of becoming 
an excess. Kurz- 
Kraepelin observa- 
tions afte quoted. 
“After eighty grams 
of alcohol each eve- 
ning for a month’s 
time, after-effects 
continued during 


~{the following three 


alcohol-free weeks.” 

The Military 
Guide does not 
touch on this mat- 
ter, but there is no 
end of evidence to 
oppose C ars kadon 












Teaching Primary-Juniors and Beginners 
classes is a job that demands the highest 
inspiration, the most skillful technique, and 
the finest visual equipment you can bring to 
bear upon this Holy task! Don’t stand in 
God's way by neglecting to provide effec- 
tive PICTURE material that eyes may SEE as 
well as ears HEAR the stories of Creation, 
Daniel, Joseph, Samuel, Moses, Christmas, 
Easter, The Prodigal, Samaritan, and so many 
others. 


Each Suede-Graph comprises dozens of liie- 
like natural color cut out pictures on heavy 


NEW LIFE TO 
Bible Stories 


This Series of 18 Subjects Projects the 
Great Stories of Both Testaments in Living 
Pictures as Thrilling as the Television 
Screen! 





paper backed with a suede finish that sticks 
firmly to flannelgraph boards. These pictures 
illustrate the characters, animals, trees and 
objects associated with each Bible story in 
such a way that the PICTURES GROW as the 
STORY UNFOLDS. Each Suede-Graph in- 
cludes appropriate wordings for the narra- 
tive, in two SEPARATE versions specially 
prepared for each age group. Suede-Graphs 
are conveniently bound in book form, 9x12” 
size, and can be used again and again for 


several years. . 


Pick out your favorite Bible story subjects and order one or more Suede-Graphs for Trial in 


your Sunday School. Check coupon below for convenience, and mail today! 
Seana ~ 
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wens rush Postpaid by return mail Suede-Graphs checked below at $1.25 each. Total 
( ) Creation | Samu 4) ) Daniel ( ) David ( ) Gideon ( ) Joseph the Dreamer 
( ) Jose Rd ype i _) Seenas ( ) Noah ) Christmas ( ) Easter ( ) Feeding 5000 
( ) Samar ) ) Philippian ‘Jailor { ) Prodigal ( ) Triumphal Entry 
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Carskadon, on Yalejand his 
authority, tells us: |structors. Prof. Dr 
“There is no evi-|Debré, a late au- 
dence that alcohol | thority, says: “Only 
causes cirrhosis of ey is al- 
the liver.” cohol lacking in the 
history of the sick- 
ness.” 


Dr. Miller (Jour- 
nal of Am, Med. 
Ass’n, June, 1921) 
at Cook County 
Hospital, Chicago: 
“For a number of 
years I have gone 
carefully into the 
history of every 
case of cirrhosis in 
my service and I 
have never failed to 
obtain a history o 
marked alcoholism.” 

When this Y.M.C.A. scientist asserts 
categorically that the drinking of alco- 
hoi does no direct damage to the germ 
cell, we can only point first, to the long 
and careful experiments of Stockard, 
which prove the exact contrary, and 
then to Prof, Paul Perrin’s 1945 question- 
naire.to the doctors of France with its 
almost unanimous conclusion that alco- 
hol does cause heritable alcohol injuries. 

The Swedish Military Guide is replete 
with accounts of experimentation on all 
phases of the subject and of quotations 
from unquestionable authorities. It 
deals also with economic and social ef- 
fects, and gives admirable pedagogical 
suggestions. It urges officers to attend 
courses on the s#@bject so that they may 
be competent teachers in alcohology. 
“Alcohol’s effects are to be described 
without bagatellizing [that is, minimiz- 
ing] them” (advice that Yale scientific 
popularizers should have at heart). “The 
teacher does not need to take position 
regarding total abstinence. He should, 
however, never commend use [of drink], 
and voluntary temperance work should 
not be opposed in any way.” 








Mr. Carskadon’s authorities are chiefly 


Drs. Haggard and Jellinek of the Yale 
School of Alcohol Studies in their vari- 
ous publications. One would like to 
know if he was in consultation with 
them when he was preparing his little 
pamphlet. It was the first reflection of 
Yale literature to emerge in church 
circles. When it appeared the Federal 
Council declared that it gave “the latest 
scientific findings” and recommended: it 
“for general distribution among youth.” 

But then, the Federal Council is ever 
at the tail end of the procession. It has 
proved that up to the Hiltner! 


With the New Books 


Sunday School Programs for Inter- 
mediates. Compiled by Mary Alice Biby. 
(The Broadman Press, Nashville 3, Tenn., 
$1.50.) It has been claimed that “the In- 
termediate ‘years represent the ‘peak of 
conversion’”; another challenging fact is 
that these years mark the beginning of 
the majority of criminal careers. Sun- 


Yale ; in- , 














"Lesson for September 14 


day school workers, leaders of young 
people’s organizations, and pastors will 
find in Miss Biby’s compilation of pro- 
grams a source of material that will 
wonderfully help them in meeting the 
challenge that the Intermediate age pre- 
sents. In this 276-page book, substan- 
tially and attractively cloth-bound, are 
61 programs on various subjects, which 
afe conveniently indexed for ready use. 
They are classified as follows: 12 are on 
doctrinal subjects, 8 are evangelistic, 2 
are on church membership, 13 encour- 
age Christian living; 3 are called “My 
Life for Jesus,” 3 on missions, 14 for 
special days, and 6 miscellaneous. The 


programs are well balanced, and there 


is a wealth of variety that will commend 
them to the busy Intermediate worker. 
Appropriate hymns, choruses, and spe- 
cial musical suggestions; sometimes a 
simple, but helpful, outline, and some- 
times a drawing for the blackboard; 
commeénts and discussion topics for 
superintendent or leader; questions and 
answers in which boys and girls may 
take part; many fine illustrative stories 
and poems; and suggestions for the use 
of the sacred masterpieces of art are 
some of the features that may be used 
to meet the spiritual need of the pupil. 
In the two pregrams on the sacrarhents, 
the Baptist position on immersion is un- 
reservedly given, but; of course, this 
need not detract from the value of the 
book to other than Baptists. 


‘The Triplete Receive a Reward. By 
Bertha B. Moore. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., 75 
cents.) The three Baers— Iona, Iva, and 
Teddy — were real Christians, so they 
tried to live consistent Christian lives. 
Andy Weymouth, one of the boys at 
school, did not like Teddy because he 
always knew the answers to the teacher’s 
questions. So Andy made life miserable 
for the triplets—he tripped Teddy, 
shoved him into the street, and contin- 
ually tried to pick a fight with him; and 
the girls were constantly worried on 
their brother’s account. It wasn’t always 


easy to do what the Lord Jesus would . 


have them do, but the triplets tried to 
Temember that perhaps God wanted to 
use them to win Andy. The circum- 
stances that brought about this very 


’ thing are naturally and winsomely told. 


Young boys and girls cannot ‘help but 
be impressed that “it pays to serve 
Jesus.” The triplets received two re- 
wards, for not only was Andy won to 
Christ, which was the greatest reward 
that could have come to them, but some- 
thing else very wonderful happened, 
which secpet the last chapter of this de- 
lightful story reveals. 


‘ Snipp, Snapp, Snurr and the Big Farm. 
Written and pictured by Maj Lindman. 
(Albert Whitman & Co., 560 W. Lake St., 
Chicago 6; $1.25.) Three little boys in Swe- 
den were delighted when their mother 
told thern that they might spend the sum- 
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Shepherd’s Town Greeting Card Co. Box 38 Shepherdstown, Pa. 


@ (21) 845% 
SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 


CHRISTIA® 


oe Et Se Christmas folders have 
exts and meaningful senti- 


onoring 
make people conscious that CHRISTmasisChrist’s 
birthday. Sell readily at $1. As Special Sample Offer 
we will mail these 21 folders plus box of beautiful 
all-occasion folders post-paid for $1. Groups raise 
funds, agents make money, selling our complete line 
of 26 Assortments. Profit up to 100%. Write today! 








New! 


Children 


Make Bible stories more inter- 
esting for children — easier to 
learn, easier to teach. 

Beautiful full-color pictures 
tell the ageless stories of the 
Bible as words alone could never 

o...in a popular form that 
catches the eye, holds the inter- 
est, leaves a lasting impression. 

“I am impressed,” says a 
school petncigel, “with the beauty 
of color in the work and the 


watched the reaction of my own 
four children when they saw the 
paper... it has a strong appeal 
to school children.” 

Every week a new story is told 
in a series of continuous pictures 
...in language children under- 
stand . . . in accordance with the 
most faithful Scriptural transla- 
tion. Four pages, 8% x 11, full 
color. One copy for each week— 
four copies mailed at a time. 

Sold on subscription only — 
single subscription $1.50 per year. 


1 





A Big Help to the 
Sunday School Teacher 


language in which it is written. I , 


BIBLE STORIES IN PICTURES 


Colorful! _ Fascinating! 
A Delight -to the 





Economy prices on bulk subscrip- 
tions: 10 or more to one address, 
$1.40 each per year; 50 or more 
to one address, $1.35 each per 
year; 100 or more to one address, 
$1.30 each per year. 


First episode begins September 7. 
Use coupon — order today. 





ooeen 


Concordia Publishing House 
3558F 8. Jefferson St. Louis 18, Missouri 


T enclose $..... est CNM cdesecde subscriptions 

STORIES ir PICTURES ‘te for ,one <> pg (Check 
quantity wanted.) 

Grncieptoe ) Single subscription, at $1.50. 

(rocoeies ) 10 or more copies, at $1.40 each per year. 
Gaqecsnee ) 50 or more copies, at $1.35 each per year. 
ae ) 100 or more copies, at $1.30 each per year. 
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St. Louis 18, Missouri 
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A fruitful ministry of evange- 
lism and ipture distribution 
supported by 
‘Send for free Quarterly with 
news of workin U.S. and China to: 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 


KET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 


156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 








; Send for the catalogue of the 
Washington Bible Institute 
Three-Year General Bible Course 

’ George A. Miles, President 
1445 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. 


offerings. | 





Helps for Baptist Pastors: “39, prot’: 

sal oe os Studies J 
Christian Esse s,”"" containing lessons, wide 
used; “Why We Insist tn Eastiem by lmmnertion.™ 
second edition. Send 25c for sample copies to Fellow- 
ship of Baptists for Home Missions, Turner Bik., 
Elyria, Ohio 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in Tue Sunpay ScHOooL 


. Tomes. 





AGAIN AVAILABLE 


atte D 







| enpenn gg socket, 

cord. $12.30 

‘Ash for Pree Catalog of Church 
and Sunday School Supplies 
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mer on the big farm with their Aunt 
Anna, Uncle Jon, and Cousin Elsa. They 
had never lived on a farm, and it was 
lots of fun to help their little cousin 
bring in the cows, to see her favorite 
horse and the sheep with the little white 
lambs, Uncle Jon took them on the hay 
wagon and they played in the sweet, 
soft hay. Another time they went fishing 
and caught a long string of fish for sup- 
per. But the day they gathered wild ber- 
ries in the woods, they ran into trouble 
because of the brown-and-white bull — 
it was really because of Elsa’s disobe- 
dience; and it might have been very 
serious troublé if Uncle Jon had not 
come at just the right time. This is the 
seventh of the Snipp, Snapp, Snurr 
books, and there are also six very popu- 
lar books by Mrs. Lindman about three 
little. girls—Flicka, Ricka, and Dicka. 
The books are attractively printed, sub- 
stantially bound, and beautifully illus- 
trated. 


Bible ABC’s in Rhyme. Poems by Jean 
C. Keegstra; drawings by George G. 
Benes.” (Zondervan ‘Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., 35 cents.) From Abra- 
ham to Zacchaeus, Bible characters, 
places, and incidents are given in rhyme 
and picture. The old-fashioned ABC 
book is here revived to excellent pur- 
pose. A small child, instinctively drawn 
to the simple but very pretty pictures, 
will want to learn the little four-line 
rhymes, and in doing so will be gaining 
a worth-while foundation of Bible truth. 


Little Mitsie. By Marion Schoolland. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., 75 cents.) Mitsie loves 
stories about Grandpa’s home, and one 
day she and Mama actually go: to visit 
the little gray house at the end of the 
little brown path. Happy times follow 
in which Grandpa helps the little girl 
get acquainted with the frisky chipmunk, 
the singing bird, and the big, beautiful 
out-of-doors. At the same time she gets 
better acquainted with the Father God 
who made all these things. 

These are Tiny Tot stories with the 


easy words, repetition, and nature ac- 


cents that kiddies love. And there are 
large whole-page pictures in pink, green, 
and gold. 





“Give Ye Them to Eat...” 


Christ pleads with YOU today... 

Feed the hungry .. . 
Rescue the perishing . . . 

Care for the dying... 


They need not perish in their sins . i 
part i inistry of traini issionaries i Bible Insti- 
in our min. ol Ing mission in our 


out Bibles and trects, endl fa pre. 


out to Ew 

in Poland just recently), in sendi: 

viding direct relief to starving 
Gospel 


many 
ministers of the 
delay to: 


Clothe the naked... 
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Pray and send your Bane wr Bey without a E—the spiritual center 


the Slavonic world. 


THE UKRAINIAN MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY, Inc. 


Berwrn. 


Avenue 
U.S.A. 
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. For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 8 to 14 


Mon.—Proverbs 3:21-31. Good Neighbors. 

Prayer Succestions: “Devise not evil 
against thy neighbour-’ Your Christian 
duty to folks living near)’you is indi- 
cated in one of the Ten Commandments: 
“Thou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour” (Exod. 20:16) 
Many other passages of Scripture men- 
tion this duty in detail. Sadly over- 
looked are the numerous little cour- 
tesies of life, and the things.which bear 
upon Christian influence. Sometimes 
the way we live and act, especially ‘on 
the Lord’s Day, has, profound influence 
for good or ill. Whatever makes the 
Gospel precious te neighbors. is -impor- 
tant; and whatever makes you'a reproach 
to your neighbor is‘an evil to be avoided. 
Pray for the Nurses Christian Fellow- 
ship, 25 Oak Ave.,/Kempton Park, Trans- 
vaal, South Africa, 


_ Tues.—Proverbs 27:1-10. 


The Value of a’ Neighbor. 
PRAYER ~ Svuccestions: - “Thine . own 
friend, and thy father’s friend, forsake 
not.” Love begets love. Good people 
usually have good neighbors.. And when 
children inherit the love of the neigh- 
bors of their parents it is, wonderful. 
Such people are to be highly esteemed, 
and they must not be lightly neglected 
or forsaken. The Bible gives some in- 
teresting side lights on good neighbors. 
(Note Ruth 4:17; Luke 15:6.) “Better 
is a neighbour that is near than a brother 
far off.” Pray for the Army Scripture 
Readers and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Christian Association, 35 Catherine Place, 
London, S.W. 1, Eng. 
Wed.—Luke 10@:25-37. Who Is My Neighbor? 
Prayer Succestions: “And who is my 
neighbour?” Every person we have an 
opportunity to help ‘to know, love, and 
serve God is.a neighbor. , And one who 
does’ us good and relieves our distresses 
is a neighbor to us. This spirit of help- 
fulness to others for the sake of Christ 
is indeed the spirit of the Gospel. ,Our 
Lord Himself “went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of 
the devil” (Acts 10:38). Pray for more 
of the love of Christ through you to 
fellow men. 
Thurs.—Romans 13:6-10. 
Love for Thy Neighbor. 
Prayza Succestions: “Love worketh no 
ill to his neighbour.” . Real Christians 
have a benevolent disposition. Before 
they were converted they were hateful 
and hated others. Christ in them makes 
them “new creatures,” and old things 
have passed away and all things have 
become new. It is by love that all men 
know’ that we are Christ’s disciples. 
Moody called it “The Badge of Disciple- 
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ship”; and so it is.’ Do neighbors and 
friends see the “badge”? Pray for 
Church Missions to Jews, 16 Lincoln Inn 
Fields, London, W.C. 2, Eng. 
Fri—James 3:13-18. 
Working Together as Christians. 
‘Prayer Svuccestions: “The fruit of 
righteousness is sown in peace of them 
that make peace.” Christians can only 
work together when they are right with 
God and with one another. For this 
‘reason we need to take heed to our 


spirit. If we have envy and strife in - 


our hearts there will be confusion and 
‘evil works. Heavenly wisdom is full of 
good fruits. Among these are: purity, 
peaceableness, gentleness, loving atten- 
tiveness, Christian toleration, merey, 
good fruits, consideration, and sincerity. 
What is the source of your wisdom? 
Pray that you may be always ready for 
every good work. 
Sat.—Philippians 2:1-11. 
Harmonious Living in the Church. 
Prayer Succestions: “Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
Humility is the best garment for Chris- 
tian fellowship and service. Pride and 
vainglory in the service of our Lord, 


who was “meek and lowly in heart,” will 


never aid Christian union and progress. 
“The mind of-Christ” means peace and 
‘joy in the circle of the saints. “Be 
clothed with humility.” Pray for grace 


¢ 
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whereby to serve the Lord as a peace- 
maker. A 


Sun.—Proverbs 15:1-9. 
Wisdom for Peaceful Living. 
Prayer Succestions: “A wholesome 
tongue is a tree of life.” The tongue 
tells character better than anything else. 


As a man speaketh so is he. A person’ 


truly wise will bridle his tongue. His 
answers will be soft and kind. Angry 
words stir up wrath. The fruit of the 
lips betrays the character of the heart. 
“The lips of the wise disperse knowl- 
edge: but the heart of the foolish doeth 
not so.” *Pray for the Open-Air Mission, 
19 John St., Bedford Row, Londen, W.C. 
1, Eng. - 
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BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Free from entangling alliances with “modernism.” Chastered and 

registered by New York State Regents, granting B.RE. and Th.B. 

degrees, as well as the Bible Institute and Missionary Medical Course 

diplomas. Entrance requiremerts, high school graduation. 
Write for catalog. 











SOUTHEASTERN 


4 “Sena course in preparation for Christian 
wor : 


e High academic level. 
e Rich spiritual life. 
e Wholesome campus fellowship. 
e Tuition-free training. 
e Approved for veterans. 


SOUTHEASTERN BIBLE SCHOOL 
2210 Ridge Park Avenue 


PROVIDES ‘ 


‘ 


Write for catalog 


Birmingham 5, Alabama 
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ATTENDANCE. AND HONOR ROLLS 















Roll of Attendance No. 732 
This new roll features a multi-color reproduction of the 
new painting “Jesus and Children” by Ralph Pallen Coleman. 
The body of the roll provides entry space for forty-eight 
names. - - - - * 25 cents each. 


Roll of Honor No. 731 
To be used as a companion piece with the rolls of attendance. 
Printed in gold letters on a white ribbon. Shows special 
awards given for excellence in Bible study, memory work, 
attendance, for bringing in new members. Space for forty- 
nine names. - - . 25 cents each. 


Roll of Attendance No. 730 
Beauty and distinctiveness are combined in this roll. Ralph 
Pallen Coleman’s “The Good Shepherd” is reproduced across 
the top, and under the illustration is space for forty-nine 
names, and for indicating.the quarter and year. 25 cents each, 


x * * 






white paper with tinned 
system is printed on the 





: 


Pupils in churches and church schools will be encouraged and inspired by these visual records. 

Hang them on the wall — where all may see by the different colored stars or Bible seals, 

records of attendance, absence, special recognition and merit. 

and bottom and an eyelet for hanging. A suggested record 
band across the bottom of each roll. 


At all bookstores ABINGDON-COKESBURY PRESS 


Each roll is printed on heavy 
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Saye Paster King 


ALL BIBLE GRADED LESSONS BRING 


NEW LIFE 10 SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


At the Baptist Church in Chenoa, Illinois, interest is 
running high throughout the Sunday School where 
God's will is made known each week in the All Bible 
Graded Series Sunday Schoo] Lessons, With the 
whole Bible as text book, ABGS correlates worship, 
instruction, and expression throughout every depart- 
ment covering all age levels from Nursery to Senior. 
Don’t let your Suriday School fail to realize God's 
purpose because of haphazard, disorganized, catch- 
as-can teaching, when all you need is a comprehen- 
sive all-inclusive program like the ABGS provides. 
Here is an opportunity to start with a/“clean slate” 
this fall...revive and renew the interest of teachers 
and pupils with a PLAN and a PROGRAM that “goes 
somewhere”...that has a definite objective...and 
reaches the goal of complete Biblical instruction 





Course, and Sample Lessons by Return Mail! 





ORDER NOW FROM SCRIPTURE PRESS 
800 N. CLARK ST., DEPT. SSA-97 


through a well organized procedure. CHICAGO 10, Ms. 
Send ee wees on ( ) ABGS Lessons ( ) Nursery 
s ; : Course, ple Lessons for Departments 
Increased interest and eHendance in ABGS Sunday Be agg pm Bie ae aera 2 
Schools are reflected in enthusiastic reports from all € ) Senior 
denominations in all parts of ‘the country. Act today (I enclose 10c to help ¢over handling and mailing costs) 


to put your Sunday School.on the list of America’s Name 
most successful Christian enterprises. Address 











City 2 State. 
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